
BUILDING STRONG®

The US Army Corp of Engineers 
Regulatory Program

28 JAN 2016

USACE Chicago District - Regulatory Branch
Ron Abrant, Senior Project Manager



BUILDING STRONG®

Authorities – Section 10
 Section 10 Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899

►Regulates activities in, over, or under a 
navigable waterway that have the potential to 
affect the course, condition, capacity or 
location of navigation
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Jurisdiction Section 10 of the Rivers 
and Harbors Act

Regulated Activities: 
►All work or structures in, over, or under 

navigable waters affecting navigation.
►Examples include marinas, docks, ramps, 

navigational aids, aerial transmission lines, 
dredging, shore protection devices, piers, 
dolphins, conveyors, cranes, pipelines, etc.

►Exceptions dams and bridges (Section 9) -
U.S. Coast Guard has permit authority 



BUILDING STRONG®

Authorities – Section 404 Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act 1972

“Clean Water Act”

►The objective of this Act is to restore and 
maintain the chemical, physical, and 
biological integrity of the Nation’s waters.  

►Section 404 established a permit program to 
be administered by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.
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Federal Water Pollution Control Act
“Clean Water Act”

►Regulates discharge of dredged or fill material 
into waters of the United States

►Rock, concrete, soil (return from excavation, 
grading activities, erosion control measures)

►Exception: incidental fallback of excavated 
material 
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Permit Programs Reauthorized in 2012

 Nationwide Permit Program
►administered nationally
►reauthorized every 5 years

 Regional Permit Program 
►administered in the Chicago District in the 

state of Illinois only
►reauthorized every 5 years, modified at the 

discretion of the District 
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Nationwide vs. Regional permit
Regional Permit Programs

• Protect aquatic resources better than NWPs
• Provides straightforward requirements and conditions
• Reduces ambiguity and inconsistency & streamlines 

existing District workload and review time
• Covers almost all activities presently evaluated under 

NWPs

* Illinois and Indiana retain and revoke different 
Nationwide permits because their Regional permit 

programs are different from one another.
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Nationwide Permit Program -
Illinois
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 52 total Nationwide Permits developed nationally as of 
March 2012 

 2 new Nationwide Permits instituted in 2012 
reauthorization 

Nationwide Permit Program
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 NWPs revoked from use in 2007 continued to be 
suspended during the 2012 reauthorization

 Activities previously covered by revoked NWPs now fall 
under Regional Permit Program

 Both NWP51 and NWP52 were retained with Regional 
Conditions on NWP52

 27 current Nationwide Permits have been retained by 
the District

NWP - Chicago District Level
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NWP - Chicago District Level
Revoked

24 NWPs revoked in the Chicago District – Illinois

Revoked NWPs are covered by the 13 Regional 
Permits in the Chicago District 
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NWP - Chicago District Level
Retained
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Regional Permit Program -
Illinois
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 Covers most common activities in:
►Cook 
►DuPage
►Kane
►Lake
►McHenry 
►Will 

 Most recent authorization became effective April 
1, 2012

Chicago District 
Regional Permit Program 
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Regional Permit Program Overview
 Covers activities under Section 10 of RHA and 

Section 404 of the CWA
 Regional Permits (RPs) are valid for five years; 

individual RP authorizations valid for three years
 Program can be modified, revoked or suspended 

at any time by Chicago District
 Includes 13 RPs
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2012 Regional Permit Program

 Authorization:  
► The 45-day timeframe for the Corps to respond to a 

complete application that meets the RPP has been 
changed to 60 days. 

► Category II activities that require an Agency Request 
for Comments (ARC) have a 10 to 25 day agency 
review period as well.
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2012 Changes to the Regional 
Permit Program

 Regional Permits

► RP1 (Residential, Commercial and Institutional 
Developments)

► RP2 (Recreation Projects)
► RP3 (Transportation Projects)

► RP4 (Minor Discharges and Dredging)

► RP5 (Wetland and Stream Restoration and Enhancement)

► RP6 (Completed Enforcement Actions)
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2012 Regional Permit Program

 Regional Permits

► RP7 (Temporary Construction Activities)

► RP8 (Utility Line Projects)

► RP9 (Maintenance)
► RP10 (Bank Stabilization)

► RP11 (Marine Structures and Activities)
► RP12 (Bridge Scour Protection)

► RP13 (Cleanup of Toxic and Hazardous Materials)
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Additional Changes

 Coastal Zone Management (CZM)
►Illinois now has a CZM Program – Illinois Coastal 

Management Program or ICMP.
►This may require applicants who have projects 

along Lake Michigan to obtain certification from 
the ICMP

►http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Pages/default.aspx

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/cmp/Pages/default.aspx
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Notification Required for a 
Proposed Activity
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Permit Application
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Thank you!
QUESTIONS?

For additional information, visit our website 
www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory

.aspx

Ron Abrant
Senior Project Manager 

Ron.J.Abrant@usace.army.mil
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