
Summary of Significant Changes for the  
2017 Regional Permit Program (RPP) 

 

Please note that this list is not all encompassing of the proposed changes.  The revised RPP is 
available here: http://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Portals/36/docs/regulatory/publicnotices/2017RPPdraft.pdf 
 

1. Clarified the definition of Impact: Impact is the direct and indirect loss of waters of the U.S., 
including wetlands, which results from implementation of a proposed activity.  This includes 
waters of the U.S. that are permanently adversely affected by filling, flooding, dredging, 
excavation, change of use, or drainage as a result of the activity.  Waters of the U.S. temporarily 
filled, flooded, excavated, or drained, but restored to pre-construction contours and elevations 
after construction, are not included in the measurement of impact.  
 
In conjunction with this change, we removed the term “temporary impact”. Temporary impact 
was only used within RP7, which was changed to say “temporary fill”.  This should help to 
clarify that mitigation is only required for impacts to WOUS (permanent loss) and not temporary 
fills. 
 

2. Definitions for historic property and ordinary high water mark were added. 
 

3. All projects that are located within 3.25 miles of a HED critical habitat unit will need to be 
reviewed by the USFWS, but removed that they are Category II. 
 

4. Under general conditions, for Section 7 and Section 106, added in language for applications 
where a federal agency is acting as the lead for compliance with these regulations rather than the 
Corps.   
 

5. The condition prohibiting fill in waters of the U.S. for the construction of septic systems was 
expanded to also include any associated fill for septic system buffer areas. 
 

6. The Best Management Practices (BMP) language for RPs 1, 2, 3 and 8 were changed to better 
guide the applicant towards fulfilling the BMP requirement.  Many of the items removed from 
this section will be retained in a separate document on our webpage.   
 

7. For RP3, the limitation of 0.25 acre impact for any single crossing was removed.   
 

8. For RP3, the requirement to consider arch-span and bottomless culverts for all perennial stream 
crossings was removed.  The consideration of these structures will be required on a case-by-case 
basis. 
 

9. For bridge and culvert replacements under RP3, cross-sections at the crossing and up- and 
downstream of the crossing are required. Also added that the crossing must be designed to 
maintain the width of the base flow channel through the project area. 
 

10. RP4, minor discharge and dredging limit of increased from 25 to 50 cubic yards.   
 



11. RP4, single family residence, threshold for requiring mitigation was changed.  Mitigation was 
previously required for any impacts to HQARs but not required for impacts to non-HQARs.  
Mitigation is now required for any impact exceeding 0.10 acres to be consistent with the rest of 
the RP.   
 

12. RP4 will now have a Category II option for the three categories of activities.  Previously, there 
was not Category II option for dredging in HQARs. 
 

13. The RP7 in-stream work notes were updated to reflect the latest version.  This includes the 
numeric standard that the in-stream work plan will be designed to allow for the conveyance of the 
2-year peak flow. 
 

14. The 0.25 acre limit for temporary impacts under RP7 was changed to the minimum necessary to 
complete the activity.   
 

15. Under RP8, added additional information on contingency plans. 
 

16. For RP8, added that for pipes use to transport gaseous, liquid, liquescent, or slurry substances 
over navigable waters are considered bridges, per regs, and are regulated under Section 9 by 
Coast Guard if there is no discharge of fill.   
 

17. For RP8, added authorization for work necessary for the remediation of inadvertent returns of 
drilling muds to waters of the U.S. through sub-soil fissures or fractures that might occur during 
horizontal directional drilling activities. 
 

18. Added that the replacement of culverts is not authorized under RP9 if it will impede low water 
flows or the safe passage of fish and aquatic organisms. 
 

19. Reworded RP10 to clarify requirements. 
 

20. For RP11, added an allowance to permit the construction of piers closer than 10 feet to adjacent 
properties on a case-by-case basis. 
 
 
 


