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INFORMATIONAL NOTICEPRIVATE 

            Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the United States

U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers
Chicago District

Date:  January 26, 2005


The Field Indicators of Hydric Soils of the United States (herein referred to as Indicators) has been developed by soil scientists of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, various Regional, State and local agencies, universities and the private sector.  It is a guide to help identify and delineate hydric soils in the field.  Indicators are not intended to replace or relieve the requirements contained in the definition of a hydric soil.  The Indicators are designed to be regionally specific.  Each Indicator provides the Land Resource Regions (LRRs) in which it can be used.  The geographic extent of LRRs can be found in Figure 2 of the Indicators.  

The District strongly encourages the use of the Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the United States (Version 5.01, 2003) in describing soils for wetland delineation.  Using the hydric soil field indicators would not be a substitute for the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual.  The use of the Indicators would provide information specific to the soils found in the Chicagoland region.  The District staff utilizes these indicators in the field for hydric soil identification and the use of the Indicators may expedite the District’s review of wetland delineations.  An on-line copy of the Field Indicators of the United States can be found at:

http://www.itc.nl/~rossiter/Docs/NRCS/FieldIndicators_v5_01.pdf
Please contact Jaimee W. Hammit at (312) 846-5537 or e-mail jaimee.w.hammit@usace.army.mil with questions. 




Mitchell A. Isoe




Chief, Regulatory Branch




