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U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers     

Chicago District





 Colonel Vincent V. Quarles
     As commander of the Chicago District, Colonel Quarles is responsible for water resources development in the Chicago metropolitan area, an area of about 5,000 square miles with a population of about 8 million.  The district's primary mission areas are flood damage reduction, navigation, shore protection, emergency management, environmental functions and support for others.  He also serves as the Division Commander’s representative on various boards of the International Joint Commission.

     Colonel Quarles began his military service in 1980 as Cannon Fire Direction Specialist, Charlie Battery, 113th Field Artillery Battalion (Army National Guard) while attending high school in his hometown of Halifax, Virginia.  He remained with Charlie Battery after high school and while attending Norfolk State University.  He received an early commission as a Field Artillery Officer in 1986 and served as the Battery Fire Direction Officer.  

     Colonel Quarles received a federal commission in the Corps of Engineers upon graduating from Norfolk State University and entered active service in 1987.  After completing the Engineer Basic Course, he was assigned to 8th Engineer Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division (1CD), Fort Hood, Texas where he served as a Sapper Platoon Leader, an Assault and Obstacle Platoon Leader, a Company Executive Officer, and deployed to Desert Shield and Desert Storm as the Battalion Maintenance Officer. After returning from Southwest Asia and completing the Engineer Advanced Course in 1992, Colonel Quarles was assigned to the 82nd Engineer Battalion, 3rd Infantry Division (3ID), in Bamberg Germany, where he served as an Assistant Operations Officer, the Battalion Logistics’ Officer, and the Commander of Bravo Company. Following command, he attended advanced civil schooling at North Carolina State University and received a Masters of Mechanical Engineering in 1997. He then taught Civil and Mechanical Engineering at the United States Military Academy from 1997 to 1999 and also served as the Department Executive Officer.

     Colonel Quarles graduated from the Command and General Staff College in 2000 and reported to Engineer Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division (3ID), Fort Stewart, Georgia. He deployed to Bosnia Herzegovina later that same year as the Brigade Operations Officer (Forward) in support of stabilization operations (SFOR 8). He returned from Bosnia in 2001 and was reassigned as Executive Officer, 10th Engineer Battalion (“Bridge the Sky”), 3ID until 2002. Colonel Quarles then returned to the Engineer Brigade to serve as the Executive Officer and deployed again to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) in January 2003. After returning home in August 2003, he assisted the transition of Engineer Bridge, 3ID into 4th Brigade (Vanguard), 3ID to include activating and assuming command of 4-3 Brigade Troops Battalion, 3ID on 24 June 2004. Colonel Quarles deployed again in support of OIF in February 2005 during which his battalion managed more than 300 construction contracts at a cost exceeding $326 million as well as emplacing and maintaining the brigade’s communication network, operating the brigade’s internment facility, providing brigade organic military intelligence capabilities, and a host of other duties. 

     Post battalion command, Colonel Quarles served as the Mobility Team Chief, Dominant Maneuver Division of Force Development, Army G-8 from 2006 to 2008.  His responsibilities included developing and managing an annual budget exceeding one billion dollars and developing timely material solutions and distributions plans for mobility systems (countermine, munitions, construction, bridge, topographic, and engineer support equipment) across the Army.  These efforts included both current operational needs such as clearance vehicles required in Iraq and Afghanistan and future requirements such as intelligent munitions and modern Lines of Communication Bridging.

