
DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) 

FOR THE PROPOSED BASE RENOVATION  

AT GREAT FALLS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

MONTANA AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 

 

This FONSI is a draft based upon input generated to date and prior to the public review.  
The Draft FONSI and Environmental Assessment may be changed based upon public 
review of the documents. Consistent with the requirements of 32 CFR 989.15(e), this 
DRAFT FONSI is being made public. 

 

The National Guard Bureau (NGB) has prepared this Environmental Assessment (EA) 
to evaluate potential consequences to the human and natural environment associated 
with renovating and reconstructing facilities at the 120th Airlift Wing (120 AW) at Great 
Falls International Airport, Great Falls, Montana.  NGB prepared this EA pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 United States Code 4321 et 
seq.), the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations for Implementing the 
Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 CFR 1500-1508), and United States Air Force 
Environmental Impact Analysis Process (32 CFR 989 et seq.).  

 

PURPOSE/NEED 

 
The purpose of this Proposed Action is to redevelop the 120 AW installation with new 
and properly upgraded, sized, and configured facilities. This action is needed to 
potentially accommodate a future mission beddown, support the 120 AW training 
requirements, consolidate and repair facilities, and improve space optimization through 
renovation and new construction projects. 
 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

 

# Project Title/#/Year Alternative 1 
Proposed Action/Preferred 
Alternative 

1 

Construct Main Gate 
Improvements / 
Alternate Base Gate 
(AT/FP) / JKSE159101 
/ 2023 - 2025 

Construct a new gate 
at southern end of the 
base.  It would create a 
secondary entry 
control point; the 
existing gate would be 
used as a back gate. 

Improve the exiting main gate. 
A secondary gate would not 
be constructed in this case; 
there will be one or the other 
project, not both. 
 
Disturbed Area: 1.5 acres 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  
+3,000 SF 



2 

Construct Electrical 
Assault Landing Zone 
(Military Construction 
Cooperative 
Agreement; MCCA) / 
JKSE182205 / 2020 

Perform training at 
closest available 
training location to 
satisfy this requirement 
- Camp Guernsey, WY. 
 
This location is more 
than a two-hour flight 
time from MTANG and 
requires advance 
coordination with 
multiple agencies: 
crash fire rescue, 
airspace manager, 
Wyoming Air National 
Guard (WYANG), and 
range control before 
utilizing the facility.   
 
This location presents 
multiple issues, such 
as traveling the front 
range of the Rockies 
the entire flight route 
as well as scheduling a 
flying period long 
enough to make this 
feasible (need at least 
a 5-hour sortie).   
 
The difficulties involved 
with utilizing this 
location make 
continuity of training 
untenable. 

Install electrical lighting 
system on Runway 17/35. 
 
Disturbed Area: 4,000 SF 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

3 

Construct Unimproved 
Assault Landing Zone 
(ALZ;[MCCA]) / 
JKSE182210 / 2021 

Perform training at 
closest available 
training location to 
satisfy this requirement 
- Camp Guernsey, WY. 
 
This location is more 
than a two-hour flight 
time from MTANG and 
requires advance 
coordination with 

Construct dirt landing zone an 
unimproved/dirt landing zone 
parallel to existing runway 
17/35. 
 
Disturbed Area: 18 acres 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  
+57,000 SF 



multiple agencies: 
crash fire rescue, 
airspace manager, 
Wyoming Air National 
Guard (WYANG), and 
range control before 
utilizing the facility.   
 
This location presents 
multiple issues, such 
as traveling the front 
range of the Rockies 
the entire flight route 
as well as scheduling a 
flying period long 
enough to make this 
feasible (need at least 
a 5-hour sortie).   
 
The difficulties involved 
with utilizing this 
location make 
continuity of training 
untenable. 

4 

Repair and Expand 
Vehicle Maintenance 
Building 66 (Add alter; 
[ADAL]) / JKSE182215 
/ 2021 

Construct new building 
in alternate location. 

Update and expand existing 
Building 66. 
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  
+325 SF 

5 
Repair Small Air 
Terminal, Building 38 / 
JKSE182225 / 2021 

Construct new building 
in alternate location. 

Renovate existing Building 38. 
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

6 

Construct New 
Petroleum, Oil and 
Liquid (POL) Storage 
Facility / JKSE189300 
/ 2030 

Demolish USTs and 
replace with ASTs at 
same location. 

Remove all USTs and 
construct replacement ASTs at 
new POL area further south on 
base.  
 
Disturbed Area: 3.25 acres 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  
+50,000 SF 



7 

Repair Fire 
Suppression Buildings 
25 & 80 / JKSE192322 
/ 2025 

No other alternative 
identified. 

Repair HEF and fire detection 
systems.  
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

8 
Construct Small Arms 
Range / JKSE199065 / 
2029 

No other alternative 
identified. 

Construct permanent small 
arm range.  
 
Disturbed Area: 15,000 SF 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  
+2,000 SF 

9 
Demolish Structural 
Fire Trainer / 2021 

No other alternative 
identified. 

Demolish the Trainer.  
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

10 
Repair Fire Pumps 
Building 321 / JKSE 
182404  / 2022 

No other alternative 
identified. 

Update existing Building 321 
roof, internal utilities, and 
make repairs.  
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

11 
Repair Fire Station 
Building 11 / / 2025 

No other alternative 
identified. 

Repair Building 11 features.  
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

12 

Repair and construct 
addition to 
Maintenance Group 
Hangar Building 25 
(ADAL) / / 2025 

Demolish and replace 
with new hangar. 

Construct addition and 
perform alterations to Building 
25.  
 
Disturbed Area: 20,000 SF 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  
+10,000 SF 

13 

Repair and Construct 
Addition to EOD 
Building 77 (ADAL) /   / 
2026 

Construct new facility, 
demolish existing 
building at higher cost. 

Construct addition and 
perform alterations to Building 
77.  
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  
+1,000 SF 



14 
Repair Dining Facility 
Building 62 /   / 2026 

Construct new facility, 
demolish existing 
building at higher cost. 

Upgrade Building 62.  
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

15 
Repair Engineer 
Propulsion Building 30 
/    / 2025 

No other alternative 
identified. 

Repair Building 30 
infrastructure.  
 
Disturbed Area: 10,000 SF 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

16 

Repair 
Communications and 
Security Building 63 
(ADAL) / 2024 

If a new mission 
beddown occurs, 
construct new building 
for security forces, and 
demolish Buildings 50 
and 55 and renovate 
Building 63.  

Renovate Building 63 and 
demolish Building 55. (Utilize 
Building 41 so no need for 
new construction). Assumes 
no new mission beddown at 
the Base.  
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

17 
Repair Building 41 / 
2021 

Demolish Building 41 
and construct new 
administration building 
/ industrial building in 
place for a potential 
new mission beddown 
- apx 13,000 SF. 

Renovate Building 41. 
Assumes a new mission 
beddown at the Base.  
 
Disturbed Area: <0.1 acre 
 
Change to Impervious Area:  0 

 
The No Action Alternative is required by 40 CFR 1502.14(d).  Under the No Action 
Alternative, the construction, renovation, and demolition projects will not occur. This will 
not meet the 120 AW’s needs; however, it is carried forward for analysis per CEQ 
regulations and as a baseline for comparing the other alternatives.  
 
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND CONSEQUENCES 
 
Per CEQ regulations (40 CFR 1500), federal agencies may focus their NEPA analysis 
on those resource areas that could be affected and omit discussions of resource areas 
that would not be affected by a Proposed Action (40 CFR 1501.7[a][3]). It was 
determined that the following resources did not warrant further consideration because 
there would be no impacts: 1) Safety, 2) Land Use, 3) Visual Resources, and 4) Cultural 
resources. The following resources were further analyzed for potential impacts. 
 
Air Quality. Under the Proposed Action, no significant impacts to air quality would 
occur. Dust and combustion emissions from construction-related activities would create 



short-term air emissions; however, implementation of standard dust minimization 
practices would serve to reduce the amount of dust generated during construction. 
 
Noise. Under the Proposed Action, no significant impact to noise receptors, including 
residences, would occur. Construction-related noise would have minor, temporary 
effects on the noise environment in the vicinity of the Proposed Action area. Given the 
type of construction activities (sporadic, during daytime hours, short-term, etc.), no 
significant impacts to residences would occur. There are no long-term significant 
impacts to noise receptors under the Proposed Action. Therefore, the Proposed Action 
would have no significant impacts to noise receptors. 
 
Geological Resources. Under the Proposed Action, construction activities would 
include soil disturbance either through demolition or ground clearing for preparation of 
construction. Best management practices (BMPs) such as erosion controls and prompt 
stabilization of open earthwork would be implemented to minimize erosion and to 
ensure sediment does not leave the work site. In addition, soil disturbance activities 
would be short-term and temporary. There are no long-term significant impacts to 
geological resources under the Proposed Action. Therefore, the Proposed Action would 
have no significant impacts to geological resources. 
 
Water Resources. Under the Proposed Action, approximately 2.8 acres of permeable 
land would be converted to impermeable land. This results in an increase in 2% of 
impermeable land on the installation causing a long-term negligible impact. The 
Proposed Action would have no significant impacts to water resources. 
 
Biological Resources. Under the Proposed Action, several buildings would be 
demolished. Therefore a “May affect, but not likely to adversely affect” state species of 
concern. Two bat species that are listed as species of concern and one listed as 
potential species of concern for the state of Montana, were detected during the 2020 
flora fauna survey.  Even though there are no mature tree stands, there is the potential 
roosting habitat in the form of buildings and structures on base. However, the buildings 
on the property appear to be generally well maintained. Maintenance personnel should 
be trained to identity signs of possible bat roosts. If there are observations of bats 
entering or leaving any of the buildings slotted for demolition, it is recommended that the 
120 AW coordinate with the MFWS for an appropriate path forward or implement BMPs 
such has conducting work outside of the roosting season. Overall, the Proposed Action 
would have a less than significant impact to important or sensitive biological resources. 
 
Transportation and Circulation. Under the Proposed Action, there is the possibility of 
long-term beneficial impact from the gate renovations and/or addition of a secondary 
gate on local traffic such as the alleviation of queued traffic at the gate.  
 
Socioeconomics. The Proposed Action would have a short-term beneficial impact to 
socioeconomics. The implementation of construction projects will bring an opportunity 
for local jobs, including both skilled and unskilled (general labor) construction and 
related work. No impacts to children or minorities are anticipated as both populations in 



Great Falls are comparable across the county and state, and are less than U.S 
averages.  
 
Hazardous Materials and Wastes.  Under the Proposed Action, there would be long-
term beneficial effects from asbestos abatement from various buildings.  
 
 
 
 
  



 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
NEPA 40 CFR §§1500-1508 and 32 CFR 989 require public review of the EA before 
approval of the FONSI and implementation of the Proposed Action. Notice of Availability 
for public review of the Draft EA will be published ________ on MONTH DAY YEAR in 
the Great Falls Tribune and the Federal Register. The Draft Environmental Assessment 
will be available for review electronically at https://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Air-National-
Guard-Environmental-Assessments/ and at the Great Falls Public Library, 301 2nd 
Avenue North, Great Falls, Montana 59401. Through the Interagency and 
Intergovernmental Coordination for Environmental Planning Process, the 120 AW 
notified relevant federal, state, and local agencies (listed in Appendix A) and allowed 
them sufficient time to disclose their environmental concerns specific to the Proposed 
Action. The total review period for public and agency comments is 30 days. Letters will 
be in Appendix A of the Final EA. 
 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 
After careful review of the potential impacts of this Proposed Action as assessed in the 
Environmental Assessment, Montana Air National Guard, 120th Airlift Wing, Great Falls 
International Airport, Great Falls, Montana, I have concluded that the action’s 
implementation would not have a significant impact on the quality of the human or 
natural environment or generate significant controversy by itself or considering 
cumulative impacts. Accordingly, the requirements of NEPA, the CEQ regulations, and 
32CFR 989, et. seq. have been fulfilled, and an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
necessary and will not be prepared. 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________    ________________ 
MARC V. HEWETT, P.E., GS-15, DAF    Date 
Chief, Asset Management Division        
  
 

https://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Air-National-Guard-Environmental-Assessments/
https://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Air-National-Guard-Environmental-Assessments/

