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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CHICAGO DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
231 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET, SUITE 1500
CHICAGO IL 60604

CELRC-PMD-PB

® 1 NOV 2018

Dear Recipient:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is preparing a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document
to evaluate the potential effects of alternatives to manage risks associated with flooding at Guayanilla,
Puerto Rico. The Town of Guayanilla is located within the active floodplain of the Rio Guayanilla and
has experienced flood damages and socio-economic impacts as a result, with the latest effects stemming
from Hurricane Maria.

The study will investigate overbank flooding and erosion threating infrastructure along the Rio
Guayanilla, focusing on prioritizing high risk areas and developing a range of possible structural and non-
structural alternatives to reduce flood risk. Measures and alternatives that cquld be evaluated to reduce
flood risk and erosion include: floodwater storage, levees or floodwalls, diversion channels, channel
modifications, flow control structures, flood proofing, structure elevations, and buyouts. As part of the
NEPA scoping process, the Chicago District would appreciate any comments, concerns or information
you might have associated with these preliminary concepts. Topics could include but are not limited to
flooding, the human environment, wetlands, rare and unique habitat, threatened and endangered species,
and cultural and social resources.

The Chicago District, in collaboration with the Corps’ Jacksonville District and the study's nonfederal
sponsor, Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources, will host a public scoping
meeting on Nov. 28, 2018, from 2 p.m. — 6 p.m. Information for upcoming meetings will be provided on
the following webpages: (https://www.Irc.usace.army.mil/) (http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/)
(http://drna.pr.gov/cat/programas-y-proyectos/).

Attached is a list of state and federal agencies and Tribal Nations that are also receiving this request
(enclosure 1). A map of the study area is attached (enclosure 2).

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers values your input to the Rio Guayanilla Feasibility Study. Comments
should be received no later than 15 December 2018 for incorporation into the draft NEPA document.
Questions, comments and information may be sent to Frank Veraldi at U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
231 South La Salle Street, Suite 1500, Chicago, Illinois 60604; or via email at
Frank.M.Veraldi@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Bl f 02

Susanne J. Dav{s/P.E.
Chief, Planning Branch
Enclosure
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GOBIERNO DE PUERTO RICO

Oficina Estatal de Conservacién Histérica
State Historic Preservation Office

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Frank M. Veraldi
US Army Corps of Engineers
231 South La Salle St,

Suite 1500

Chicago, Illinois 60604

SHPO: 03-09-88-02 RIO GUAYANILLA FLOOD AND EROSION CONTROL
PROJECT, GUAYANILLA, PUERTO RICO/NEPA DRAFT DOCUMENT

Dear Mr. Veraldi,

As part of our responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA),
the Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office (SHPQ) advises and assists, as
appropriate, Federal and State agencies and municipalities in carrying out their
historic preservation responsibilities under 54 USC 306108 (commonly known as
Section 106 of the NHPA) and its implementing regulation 36 CFR Part 800:
Protection of Historic Properties. Section 106 of the NHPA requires Federal
agencies and other responsible entities to take into account the effects of their
undertakings on historic properties and afford the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation an opportunity to comment on such undertakings. The SHPO
participates in a four step Section 106 review process: 1) Initiating the process; 2)
ldentifying historic properties; 3) Assessing adverse effects; and 4) Resolving
adverse effects.

The SHPO has been advising and assisting the US Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) regarding this undertaking since 1988. We appreciate you have reinitiated
consultation with our Office in the early planning stages of this new phase. As soon
as the USACE has developed conceptual and/or schematic drawings for this project
and defined the Area of Potential Effect in consultation with our Office, we will be
able to continue assisting you in fulfilling your historic preservation responsibilities.

If you have any question or comment, please de-not heésitate to contact our Office

at (787) 721-3737.

Sincerely,

) //4;/5/—

6arlos A, Rubm Cancela
State Historic Preservation Officer

CARC/GMO/MC

OFICINA ESTATAL DE
CONSERVACION HISTORICA
OFICINA DEL CGOBERNADOR

STATE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION OFFICE

Cuartel de Ballaja (Tercer Piso),
Calle Norzagaray, Esquina Beneficencia, Viejo San Juan, P.R. 00901

PO Box 9023935, San Juan, PR. 00902-3935
Tel: 787-721-3737 Fax: 787-721-3773
www.oech.pr.gov OECH
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT
701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8915

Planning and Policy Division MAY 0 I 2019
Environmental Branch

Mr. Carlos Rubio-Cancela

State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of the Governor

" P.O. Box 9023935

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00902-3935

Re: Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico (SHPO No.: 03-
09-88-02)

Dear Mr. Rubio-Cancela:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is currently studying the
feasibility and environmental effects of alternatives proposed to manage flooding risks
associated in Guayanilla, Puerto Rico. Heavy rainfall combined with steep slopes of the
adjacent mountains produce flash flooding that creates life safety and economic
consequences within the town of Guayanilla. The current study is evaluating an array
alternatives that include a combination of levees, floodwalls, diversion channels, channel
improvements, and other flood-control structures to reduce the risk of flooding.

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (64 USC 306108), and
its implementing regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Corps has determined that the Rio
Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project (Project) constitutes an undertaking as defined in
36 CFR 800.16(y). The Corps previously initiated consultation with your office on this Project
by letter dated November 1, 2018. As part of the continuation of consultation for the Project,
the Corps has tentatively identified the area of potential effects (APE) for the undertaking to
encompass all areas of proposed ground disturbance, including access, staging,
construction, and borrow areas (Figure 1). The feasibility study of the Project is ongoing and
a preferred alternative/technically selected plan has yet to be identified; therefore, the APE
‘may be subject to further refinement as the study progresses.

The Corps is currently proposing to conduct a cultural resources assessment of the
entire APE as depicted in Figure 1, which represents the maximum extent of proposed
ground-disturbing activities. The survey will also identify the viewshed of the undertaking and
identify those areas where a change in the viewshed has the potential to adversely affect
historic properties, therefor warranting an architectural survey. A research design with
proposed fieldwork methodology will be coordinated with your office at a later date.
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Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(1) the Corps kindly requests your comments on the proposed
area of potential effects within 30 days from receipt of this letter. If there are any questions,
please contact Ms. Meredith Moreno at 904-232-1577 or e-mail at
Meredith.A.Moreno@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

nag A Qhan,

Angela E. Dunn
Chief, Environmental Branch

Enclosure
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Figure 1. Proposed APE for the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project.
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GOBIERNO DE PUERTO RICO

Oficina Estatal de Conservacién Histérica
State Historic Preservation Office

May 22,2019

Angela E. Dunn

Chief, Environmental Branch
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
701 San Marco Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL. 32207-8175

SHPO 03-09-88-02 RIO GUAYANILLA FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT
PROJECT, GUAYANILLA, PUERTO RICO

Dear Ms. Dunn,

We acknowledge receipt of your May 1, 2019 letter defining a tentative area of
potential effects (APE) for the above referenced project. We concur with this
APE, although we are aware that it may be subject to further refinement as the
feasibility study for this project progresses.

If you have questions regarding this matter, please contact our Office at
(787) 721-3737 or email, ediaz@prshpo.pr.gov.

Sincerely,

Carlos A. Rubio-Cancela -
State Historic Preservation Officer

CARC/GMO/MB

OFICINA ESTATALDE
CONSERVACION HISTORICA
OFICINA DEL GOBERNADOR

STATE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION OFFICE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Cuartel de Ballaja (Tercer Piso),
Calle Norzagaray, Esquina Beneficencia, Viejo San Juan, P.R. 00901

PO Box 9023935, San Juan, P.R. 00902-3935
Tel: 787-721-3737 Fax: 787-721-3773
www.oech.pr.gov OECH
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT
701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8915

Planning and Policy Division
Environmental Branch JUL {8 2019

Mr. Carlos Rubio-Cancela

State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of the Governor

P.O. Box 9023935

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00902-3935

Re: Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico (SHPO
No.: 03-09-88-02)

Dear Mr. Rubio-Cancela:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is currently
studying the feasibility and environmental effects of alternatives proposed to manage
flooding risks in Guayanilla, Puerto Rico. The Corps previously initiated consultation
with your office on the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project (Project) by letter
dated November 1, 2018, and provided a tentative area of potential effects (APE) for the
undertaking to encompass all areas of proposed ground disturbance, including access,
staging, construction, and borrow areas on May 1, 2019. The tentatively selected plan
was recently determined to include a levee, floodwall, bridge modifications, a diversion
channel, vegetation removal, and utility relocation.

Two cultural resources surveys of portions of the APE have been conducted on
behalf of the Corps; Investigacion Arqueologica, Fase 1A, Proyecto Canalizacion Rio
Guayanilla, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico (Quinonez-Diez & Silva 1988a) and Investigacion
Arqueologica, Fase 1B, Proyecto Canalizacion Rio Guayanilla, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico
(Quinonez-Diez & Silva 1988b). The Corps has determined that an additional cultural
resources assessment is necessary to identify historic properties and determine effects
of the undertaking due to the age of these investigations and/or changes in the APE.

* The Corps has contracted with Southeastern Archaeological Research, Inc. (SEARCH)
to conduct a cultural resources survey of the APE to include a background review,
architectural survey, archaeological survey, and associated reporting. This assessment
will also include an identification of the viewshed and the development of a historic
context so that the Corps may identify potential effects caused by an alteration in the
landscape. The cultural resources investigation includes an area larger than the current
APE to incorporate potential changes in the design or allow for avoidance of historic
properties (Figure 1). A copy of the research design prepared by SEARCH is enclosed
for your review.
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Pursuant to the Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C.
300101) and respective implementing regulations (36 CFR 800), the Corps requests
your comments on the research design within 30 days from receipt of this letter. If there
are any questions, please contact Ms. Meredith Moreno at 904-232-1577 or e-mail at
Meredith.A.Moreno@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Angela E. Dunn
Chief, Environmental Branch

Enclosure

16



San Juan

PUERTO RICO
fonce

US Army Corps
of Engineers @
Jacksonville District

Rio Guayanilla
Flood Risk Management Project
Cultural Resources Survey Area

Guayanilla
Puerto Rico

@Cullural Resources Survey -
Flood Protection Features

@] Cultural Resources Survey -
Borrow Area

Tenatively Proposed
Construction Footprint

0 400
o Meters

Figure 1. Project preliminary APE and cultural resources survey area.
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LS.
Fllﬂs. WILDLIFE

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE S a2
Caribbean Ecological Services
Field Office
P.O. Box 491
Boqueron, PR 00622

DEC 11 2018

In Reply Please Refer To:
FWS/R4/CESFO/72-FC-011

Ms. Susanne J. Davis

Chief, Planning Branch

US Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District
231 South La Salle St.

Suite 1500

Chicago, IL, 60604

Re: Rio Guayanilla Flood Control Feasibility Study,
Guayanilla, Puerto Rico

Dear Ms. Davis:

This is to follow up on the meeting held on November 28, 2018, regarding the Rio Guayanilla
Flood Control Feasibility Study at the town of Guayanilla. Our comments are issues as technical
assistance in accordance with the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended;
16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) and the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. as amended).

After the passing of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in Puerto Rico several old flood control projects
are being revisited and reevaluated. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is currently assessing
the various alternatives for the floods caused by the Rio Guayanilla in the town of Guayanilla.
Three existing alternatives are being considered from the original flood control project; these are
Alternatives 2, 3 & 4. However these alternatives are subject to some design changes as they are
further evaluated by the Corps.

Alternative 3’s alignment has the least environmental impact of the various alternatives
presented. The proposed channel runs through agricultural fields and previously disturbed lands.
This alternative has a levee on the eastern bank allowing for flooding on the western bank which
will help maintain the coastal mangrove forest near the mouth of the river by periodically
providing freshwater flushing of the excess salts.

The proposed project should incorporate conservation measures to maintain hydrologic
connectivity of amphidromous native stream fauna, minimize possible impacts to federally listed
species and minimize impacts to sensitive habitats such as the coastal mangrove wetlands and
karst hills adjacent to the project. In order to accomplish these we make the following
recommendations:
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Ms. Davis 2

1) We recommend using a natural channel designed for bank full discharge as the main
conveyance of water. Designing a bankfull stage channel will help keep minimize
sedimentation and move bedload; it will also provide a natural channel for native stream
fauna. In addition, minimum flow should be maintained in the original channel that runs
through the town of Guayanilla. Since this channel would be used primarily for internal
drainage, the creation of storm water filter wetlands should be considered to improve water
quality prior to discharging back into the main flood control channel.

2) The karst hills and forests immediately west of the project site is within the range of the
following federally listed species Puerto Rican boa (FEpicrates inornatus), Puerto Rican
nightjar (Caprimulgus noctitherus) and the listed plants Eugenia woodburyana and Trichilia
tricantha. These karst areas should be avoided when determining borrow sites for the
construction of the levees. If impacts to the the karst areas cannot be avoided, then this
would require Section 7 consultation under the ESA. For major consultation activities a
Biological Assessment would need to be prepared. For additional information please visit
our website https://www.fws gov/southeast/caribbean/project-evaluations/ .

Thank you for the opportunity to participate this early in the planning process, if you have any
questions please contact Felix Lopez of our staff at 787 851 7297 extension 210.

Sincerely,

"'—-
W 5
Edwin E. Muiiiz
Field Supervisor
fhi
cc:
DNER. San Juan
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CELRC-PMD-PB 01 March 2019

Mr. Edwin Mufiiz

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Caribbean Ecological Service Field Office
P.O. Box 491

Boqueroén, PR 00622

Dear Mr. Mufiz:

This is a follow up to the Planning Assistance Letter (PAL) dated 11 December 2018
(FWS/R4/CESFO/72-FC-011), regarding the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Study at the town
of Guayanilla. Technical assistance was provided in accordance with the US Fish and Wildlife Act (48
Stat. 401, as amended;16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) and the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. as
amended). The following were provided by the USFWS based on the conceptual alternatives presented at
the 29 November 2018 planning Charrette for Rio Guayanilla:

1) We recommend using a natural channel designed for bank full discharge as the main conveyance
of water. Designing a bankfull stage channel will help keep minimize sedimentation and move
bedload; it will also provide a natural channel for native stream fauna. In addition, minimum flow
should be maintained in the original channel that runs through the town of Guayanilla. Since this
channel would be used primarily for internal drainage, the creation of storm water filter wetlands
should be considered to improve water quality prior to discharging back into the main flood
control channel.

2) The karst hills and forests immediately west of the project site is within the range of the following
federally listed species Puerto Rican boa (Epicrates inornatus), Puerto Rican nightjar
(Caprimulgus noctitherus) and the listed plants Eugenia woodburyana and Trichilia tricantha.
These karst areas should be avoided when determining borrow sites for the construction of the
levees. If impacts to the karst areas cannot be avoided, then this would require Section 7
consultation under the ESA. For major consultation activities a Biological Assessment would
need to be prepared. For additional information please visit our website
https://www.fws.gov/southeast/caribbean/project-evaluations/.

The USACE concurs with the technical assistance provided. Recommendation 1 has been incorporated
into the study’s alternative analysis with corrections to the types of flows necessary to maintain biological
diversity within the Rio Guayanilla natural channel, and any future diversion channels, which is provided
in the attached Project Evaluation Report. Recommendation 2 was also reviewed, in which a Project
Evaluation Report was drafted to provide the USFWS information to ascertain the appropriate
consultation process and associated scope of work.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers values your input to the Rio Guayanilla Feasibility Study. The intent
of this correspondence and supporting evaluation report is for the USFWS to consider an expedited
Section 7 compliance action by means of avoidance, minimization and conservation measures that would
be nested within the final alternative plan selected for implementation. The USACE also requests that
USFWS provide a general scope of work (SOW) and associated costs for supporting the Fish & Wildlife
Coordination Act Report (FWCAR). Please provide us requested guidance at earliest convenience to
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ensure required biological and/or habitat surveys can be accomplished within the study timeframe
(FY2019). Correspondence may be sent to Frank Veraldi at U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 231 South La
Salle Street, Suite 1500, Chicago, Illinois 60604 or via email at Frank.M.Veraldi@usace.army.mil.

Enclosure

21

Sincerely,
" 7
\ %///U& 4_,{\{_/——\ S
Susanne J. Davis, P.E.
Chief, Planning Branch



CELRC-PMD-PB 09 May 2019

Jose A. Rivera
Fishery Biologist
Jose.A.Rivera@noaa.gov

Dear Mr. Rivera:

This is a follow up to the Agency scoping Charrette for the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management study
at Guayanilla, Puerto Rico. Current USFWS coordination is the Planning Aid Letter (PAL) dated 11
December 2018 (FWS/R4/CESFO/72-FC-011) and USACE response dated 01 March 2019, which is
attached for your reference (Attachment 1). The intent of this letter is to 1) provide response to technical
questions posed at the scoping Charrette and 2) request guidance on Essential Fish Habitat and managed
species.

Technical assistance was provided by NOAA based on the conceptual alternatives presented at the 28
November 2018 scoping Charrette for Rio Guayanilla:

1) NOAA inquired if there was going to be consideration of Tsunami within the Guayanilla
floodplain.

Coastal analysis of Tsunami on project features to be designed would be included; however, the USACE
study authority is based on riverine flood risk management. The USACE’s recommendation is to move
forward with characterizing the historic Tsunamis and discuss their potential effects on the Flood Risk
Management (FRM) alternatives in the Environmental Assessment. Currently, it is USACE’s opinion that
this is a very low risk, in which the only recorded Tsunami was directed at the north side of the Puerto
Rican island.

2) NOAA raised the question: Would the alternative analyses include benefits to the ecosystem?

The answer to the question is both yes and no. Including quantified, numerical National Ecosystem
Restoration (NER) benefits to justify a FRM alternative plan is not acceptable based on current planning
policies. However, this does not mean that an analysis could not be completed to both support incidental
habitat values gain by the FRM project, or to capture the net loss in natural habitats that would require
mitigation. Measures and alternatives took this under consideration and are provided in the USFWS
project evaluation report (Attachment 1).

3) USACE requests guidance on what Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) or Managed Species should be
considered.

Based on information gleaned from NOAA’s Fish Mapper, there is no designation for the Rio Guayanilla
itself, only for the estuarine and marine embayment (Attachment 2). Seeing that the alternatives primarily
affect upland and moderately affect riverine habitats, it is anticipated there would be no effects to the
estuarine and marine environments; bank-full flows, connectivity and sediment transport would remain in
the natural channel, and the quantities (flow/sediment) to the embayment would not change from the
existing condition. Fishes found in the ephemeral Rio Guayanilla during the wet period of 2006 are
included as Attachment 3 for your reference. There would be, however, an opportunity created to utilize
upland sand and gravel materials generated during diversion channel excavation to restore
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hydrogeomorphology of estuarine habitats along shorelines, at the river mouth or other areas identified by
partnering agencies.

In compliance with the Magnuson-Stevens Act and its implementing regulations (50 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 600 (§§ 600.805 - 600.815, §§ 600.905 - 600.930)), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is
requesting that NOAA consider a preliminary determination of “unlikely to affect” EFH or managed
species. If NOAA has concern for EFH or managed species, please let us know so these effects can be
incorporated into the forthcoming Environmental Assessment. We would appreciate your guidance as
soon as possible to support our expedited feasibility process. Correspondence may be sent to Frank
Veraldi at U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 231 South La Salle Street, Suite 1500, Chicago, Illinois 60604;
or via email at Frank.M.Veraldi/@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

S,

Susanne J.

Enclosure

CC: Marelisa Rivera, USFWS
Felix Lopez, USFWS
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May 13, 2019 F/ISERAT:PW/jar
(Sent via Electronic Mail)

Ms. Susanne J. Davis, P.E.

Chief, Planning Branch

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Chicago District
231 South La Salle Street, Suite 1500

Chicago, IL 60604

Attention: Frank M. Veraldi

Dear Ms. Davis:

NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) reviewed the letter dated May 9, 2019, from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Chicago District regard the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management
Study, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico. The Chicago District is evaluating options for reducing impacts to the
Guayanilla community from river flooding about 1.75 miles upstream from the river mouth. Based on the
information provided, the NMFS believes adverse effects occurring from this project to NOAA trust
resources would be minimal due to best management practices for maintaining river flows, controlling
erosion, and managing stormwater. The project area does not include essential fish habitat (EFH)
designated by the Caribbean Fishery Management Council or the NMFS. Consequently, the NMFS
offers no EFH conservation recommendations pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act and no recommendations under the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act.

Please note these comments do not satisfy consultation responsibilities under section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended. If an activity “may effect” listed species or critical habitat under the
purview of the NMFS, please initiate consultation with our Protected Resources Division.

The NMFS appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please direct related correspondence
to the attention of Mr. José A. Rivera at NOAA HCD, c/o U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fundacion
Angel Ramos, Annex Building, #383 Franklin Delano Roosevelt Avenue, Suite 202, San Juan, Puerto
Rico, 00918. He may be reached by telephone at 787-729-6829 or by e-mail at Jose.A.Rivera@noaa.gov.

Sincerely,

£ ? H / /
au é(/é/t%’f\

[ for
Virginia Fay
Assistant Regional Administrator
Habitat Conservation Division
CcC: USACE, Frank.M.Veraldi@usace.army.mil, Susanne.J.Davis@usace.army.mil

USACE, Jorge.M.Tous@usace.army.mil, Jeffrey.K.Zuercher@usace.army.mil
USFWS, Marelisa_Rivera@fws.gov, Felix_Lopez@fws.gov
F/SER4, David.Dale@noaa.gov, Jose.A.Rivera@noaa.gov
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From: Lida M. Jimg e

To:
ca Ramon L. Rivera Lebron; Jose A, Sustache Sustache

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: [Non-DoD Source] Draft SOW for CAR Guayanila Flood Control Project
Date: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 3:09:41 PM

‘Thanks for the information. We will evaluate it and get back to you with any comments we might have.

Nilda M. Jiménez Marrero, PhD
Coordinator

Endangered Species Program

Department of Natural and Environmental Resources
787-230-5555 (work)

787-772-2128 (work)

787-645-5593 (cel)

njimenez@dma.pr.gov

Driginal Message-
From: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA) [mailto:Frank. M. Veraldi@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, July 22,2019 10:03 AM

‘To: Nilda M. Jimenez Marrero <njimencz@dma.pr. gov>

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: [Non-DoD Source] Draft SOW for CAR Guayanilla Flood Control Project

Greetings Nilda,

My name is Frank Veraldi with the Chicago District US Army Corps of Engincers. We are working for the Jacksonville District in Puerto Rico, specifically conducting a Flood Risk Management Study on the Rio Guayanilla, at the Town of Guayanilla. We have been in close coordination with the USFWS in avoid Dry Forest/Karst
018,

Habitats since later November 2018.
Jose indicated it would be good to contact you to see if you have any species or habitats of concern within this area we should put in our forth coming Environmental Assessment

Attached is our USFWS project evaluation, which should give you some background on what we are studying. This is an older document, and since then we have 1) eliminated the need to mine in the virgin dry forest / karst habitat as shown in Map 1. We worked with USFWS to locate an abandoned quarry to avoid T&E species; 2) we
have narrowed down our final alternative array to three (3): 1) No Action; 2) Engincering Channel with Single Line Protect and 3) Terraced Greenway Diversion Channel with Single Line Protection.

1 plan on using the publication also attached from the USFWS's botanist Omar Monsequr and the 1989 EIS botanical survey performed by the DNER for the portion of the project the state already constructed. Please let me know if you have any information or concerns you would like me to add to the EA, especially for state species of
concern

Thank you,

Frank Veraldi, PM-PL-E
Ecosystem Restoration Formulation,

LRD Regional Technical Specialist USACE
2318, LaSalle St, Suite 1500

Chicago, llinois 60604
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT
701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8175

JAND3 2000

Planning and Policy Division
Environmental Branch

Subject: Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico (CASO
OGPE #2019-283347-REA-003520)

Dr. Carlos Pérez Merced

Director Interino

Programa de Arqueologia y Etnohistoria
Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefa
Apartado 9024184

San Juan, Puerto Rico

00902-4184

Dear Dr. Pérez Merrced

Due to recent interest expressed by the Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefia, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Chicago and Jacksonville Districts (Corps) is inviting your office to be a
consulting party pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(5) to the above referenced project as part of the
Corps’ compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). The
Corps has been notified of your letter to the Permits Management Office dated December 5,
2019, and it is our understanding that the Federal Government is exempt from both the
permitting process and application fee.

Rule 1.6.4 (b) of the Joint Regulation for the Evaluation and Issuance of Permits Related to
the Development, Use of Land and Business Operation, No. 38 of June 7, 2019, (known as
"Reglamento Conjunto"), exempts the Federal Government from the construction permitting
process. The regulation specifically states that "The provisions shall not apply to any public
improvement or acquisition authorized, or otherwise undertaken, exclusively by the Government
of the United States of America (USA)." It is nonetheless the intent of the Government to work
in close coordination and collaboration with the local agencies in order to provide the people of
Guayanilla this much needed project.

Additionally, under the applicable legal standards, the permit application fee is not a
reasonable service charge for which the United States has waived its sovereign immunity.
Rather, it is an impermissible state tax for which the Corps is not liable. Waivers of sovereign
" immunity must be "clear and unambiguous." EPA v. State Water Resources Control Board of
California, 426 U.S. 200, 211 (1976). The United States has not waived sovereign immunity for
fees associated with the Coastal Zone Management Act. See 16 U.S.C. § 1456. Similarly, the
United States has not waived sovereign immunity for fees associated with Section 106
consultation under the National Historic Preservation Act. See 54 U.S.C. § 306108 - 306109.

The Corps has enclosed the -Phase IA-IB draft report entitled Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk

Management Project Cultural Resource Assessment Survey, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico for your
review and comment. This report includes the cultural resources survey of all previously
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undisturbed areas of potential effect (APE) of the Recommended Plan identified during the
current feasibility and environmental effects study (Figure 1). The Recommended Plan includes
construction of a diversion channel, a diversion structure, a levee along one side of the
diversion channel, berms, a quarry area, haul roads, staging, and disposal areas. The
proposed quarry area is a previously-disturbed, existing quarry and was not subject to the
current investigation. Figure 2 presents a 2003 aerial image of the quarry in use during
construction of the adjacent neighborhood. Additionally, the Rio Guayanilla diversion channel
and levee tie into an existing diversion channel and levee constructed between 2003 and 2006
by the Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources, and this previously-
disturbed portion of the APE was not subject to additional investigation (Figure 3).

Based on the results of the enclosed report, the Corps has determined that resources
GL0100051, GL0100052, GL0200004, GL0100030, GL0100037, GL0100043, GL0100010,
GL0100038, and historic structures 001-116 are not eligible for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP); resources GL0100023 and GL100031 are either no longer
extant or do not extend within the APE; the PR-127 bridge span (Bridge #2687), the PR-2
highway bridge (Bridges #011142 and #011152), and the 11 archaeological occurrences do not
warrant consideration for inclusion in the NRHP; and archaeological site GLO100006 is eligible
for listing in the NRHP. Since completion of the Phase | cultural resources survey, the Project
features have been designed to avoid adverse effects to site GL0O100006 (Figure 4). During
construction, Project plans and drawings will label the area as an environmentally sensitive area
of avoidance and exclusionary fencing and signage will be placed around the site to ensure
avoidance. The Corps has further determined that construction of the project will not have
adverse visual or cumulative effects to historic properties.

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 USC 300101) and it’s
implementing regulations (36 CFR 800), the Corps invites your office to provide any comments
on the enclosed draft report entitled Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project Cultural
Resource Assessment Survey, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If
there are any questions, please contact Ms. Meredith Moreno at 904-232-1577 or e-mail at
Meredith.A.Moreno@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Angela E. Dunn
Chief, Environmental Branch

Enclosure
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Figure 1. Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project APE and cultural resources survey area.
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Figure 2. Previously disturbed location for the proposed quarry.
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Figure 3. Previously constructed portion of the Project APE.
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Figure 4. Project alignment avoidance of site GL01000086.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT
701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8175

'JAN2 3 2020

Planning and Policy Division
Environmental Branch

Subject: Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico (SHPO
No.: 03-09-88-02)

Mr. Carlos Rubio-Cancela

State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of the Governor

P.O. Box 9023935

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00902-3935

Dear Mr. Rubio-Cancela:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is currently studying
the feasibility and environmental effects of structural measures proposed to manage
flooding risks in Guayanilla, Puerto Rico. The Corps previously initiated consultation with
your office on the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project (Project) by letter dated
November 1, 2018, provided a tentative area of potential effects (APE) for the undertaking
on May 1, 2019, and coordinated a research design for a cultural resources survey to
encompass the Project APE on September 26, 2019. Since the Project was originally
formulated, the APE has been refined to include all areas of ground disturbance and the
viewshed of the constructed features of the Recommended Plan (Figure 1). The
Recommended Plan includes construction of a diversion channel, a diversion structure, a
levee along one side of the diversion channel, berms, a quarry area, haul roads, staging,
and disposal areas. In order to identify historic properties and determine effects of the
undertaking, the Corps contracted with Southeastern Archaeological Research, Inc.
(SEARCH) to conduct a cultural resources survey of previously undisturbed portions of the
APE. The proposed quarry area is a previously-disturbed, existing quarry and was not
subject to the current investigation. Figure 2 presents a 2003 aerial image of the quarry in
use during construction of the adjacent neighborhood. Additionally, the Rio Guayanilla
diversion channel and levee tie into an existing diversion channel and levee constructed
between 2003 and 2006 by the Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental
Resources, and this previously-disturbed portion of the APE was not subject to additional
investigation (Figure 3).

The Phase | cultural resources survey conducted by SEARCH consisted of a
pedestrian reconnaissance, an architectural survey, excavation of 689 shovel tests at 30-,
15-, or 60-meter intervals, and deep testing using a backhoe. As a result of this survey, two
historic-period archaeological sites (GL0100051 and GL0100052) were identified; one
previously recorded archaeological site (GL0100006) was relocated and assessed; 11
archaeological occurrences (AOs) were documented; one historic structure (GL0200004)
was identified; five previously identified historic resources (GL0100030, GL0100037,
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GL0100043, GL0100023, and GL100031) were assessed; two bridges (PR-127 and PR-2)
were assessed; and an effects assessment was made of structures within the viewshed of
the planned construction, including the Guayanilla Municipal Cemetery (GL0100010),
Central Rufina (GL0100033), and one previously recorded structure (GL0100038) and 116
previously unrecorded historic structures within the town of Guayanilla.

Based on the results of the enclosed report, the Corps has determined that
archaeological sites GL0100051 and GL0100052 do not meet those qualities of significance
defined by the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR
60.4 [a-d]) and are not eligible for listing in the NRHP. Site GL0100006, a rock shelter
containing multiple anthropomorphic and geometric/abstract prehistoric petroglyphs, was
found to retains it's significance and integrity and the Corps has determined that site
GL0100006 is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criteria C and D. A field visit after the
earthquake that struck near Guayanilla on January 7, 2020 did not show any damage to site
GL0100006.

The 11 AOs identified as a result of the current survey, consist of single, positive shovel
tests or isolated architectural features that were located outside of the boundary of known
sites. These AOs are not considered archaeological sites or historic resources and are
therefore not considered eligible for listing in the NRHP.

Based on the results of the enclosed report, the Corps has determined that
architectural resources GL0100030, GL0100037, GL0100043, and GL0200004 do not meet
those qualities of significance defined by the NRHP Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.4 [a-
d]) and are not eligible for listing in the NRHP. Architectural resources GL0100023 and
GL0100031 are either no longer extant or do not extend within the APE. The PR-127
bridge span located within the APE (Bridge #2687) was rebuilt in 2002, and no historic
remnants of the bridge remain. The PR-2 highway bridge is a multiple-span concrete
stringer structure (Bridges #011142 and #011152) constructed in 1970. The PR-2 historic
bridge falls under the 2012 Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) Program
Comment regarding late concrete and steel bridges. The 2012 Program Comment Issued
for Streamlining Section 106 Review for Actions Affecting Post-1945 Concrete and Steel
Bridges (Federal Register 2012:68,793-68,795) “relieves federal agencies from the Section
106 requirement to consider the effects of undertakings on the bridge types identified in
Section V of this Program Comment” if a bridge does not meet three considerations listed in
Section |V (Federal Register 2012:68,793). The PR-2 Bridge does not meet the
considerations and is excluded from Section 106 consideration (Federal Register
2012:68,793).

Based on the results of the viewshed study detailed in the enclosed report, the Corps
has determined that previously unrecorded historic structures 001-116, historic structure
GL0100038, and the Guayanilla Municipal Cemetery (GL0100010) do not meet those
qualities of significance defined by the NRHP Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.4 [a-d]) and
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are not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The NRHP eligibility of resource GL0100033
(Central Rufina) was not assessed as part of this survey; however, only the chimney is
visible from the proposed levee. As this chimney is not used as an observation platform
and the view is exclusively limited to the base of the structure which is blocked by extensive
vegetation; the Corps has determined that the Project will not adversely affect the NRHP
eligibility of resource GL0100033.

In summary, the Corps has determined that resources GL0100051, GL0100052,
GL0200004, GL0100030, GL0O100037, GL0100043, GL0100010, GL0O100038, and historic
structures 001-116 are not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP; resources GL0100023 and
GL100031 are either no longer extant or do not extend within the APE; the PR-127 bridge
span (Bridge #2687), the PR-2 highway bridge (Bridges #011142 and #011152), and the 11
AOs do not warrant consideration for inclusion in the NRHP; and archaeological site
GL0100006 is eligible for listing in the NRHP. Since completion of the Phase | cultural
resources survey, the Project features have been designed to avoid adverse effects to site
GL0100006 (Figure 4). During construction, Project plans and drawings will label the area
as an environmentally sensitive area of avoidance and exclusionary fencing and signage
will be placed around the site to ensure avoidance. The Corps has further determined that
construction of the project will not have adverse visual or cumulative effects to historic
~ properties.

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (54 USC
300101) and it's implementing regulations (36 CFR 800), the Corps kindly requests your
comments within 30 days of receipt of this letter on: the enclosed draft report entitled Rio
Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project Cultural Resource Assessment Survey,
Guayanilla, Puerto Rico, the Corps’ determinations of eligibility detailed above, and the
determination the that the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project poses no
adverse effect to historic properties as currently designed. Please note that any changes
made during subsequent engineering and design phases of the project would require
additional consultation and assessment of effects pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA. If
there are any questions, please contact Ms. Meredith Moreno at 904-232-1577 or e-mail at
Meredith.A.Moreno@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Angela E. Dunn
Chief, Environmental Branch

Enclosure
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Figure 1. Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project APE and cultural resources survey area.
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Figure 2. Previously disturbed location for the propbsed quarry.
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Figure 3. Previously constructed portion of the Project APE.
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GOBIERNO DE PUERTO RICO

Oficina Estatal de Conservacion Histérica
State Historic Preservation Office

February 28, 2020

Angela E. Dunn

Chicf, Environmental Branch
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
701 San Marco Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL. 32207-8915

SHPO 03-09-88-02 RIO GUAYANILLA FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT
PROJECT, GUAYANILLA, PUERTO RICO

Dear Ms. Dunn,

We have reviewed the draft report on the results of the cultural resource
assessment survey of the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management project. We
have the following observations.

The Previous Surveys section of the report should mention the survey
undertaken by Mercer University in 2000, reviewed under our historic
preservation fund grant program, to try to locate the remains of Fort Grenville
in Playa de Guayanilla. According to historic British documents, the British
constructed a fort somewhere in southern Puerto Rico in 1585 as a staging point
for expeditions into North America. Although evidence of the fort was not
found, the survey should be mentioned.

The report should also reference three thematic studies found in our Office.
Two were prepared by Luis Pumarada O’Neil on sugar hac‘endas and centrales.
The third is water works prepared in house by Juan Llanes.

Regarding water works, including irrigation canals, we do not concur with the
reports statements on pages 67 and 110 that “irrigation canals will likely not be
considered historically significant.” Our Office has a long standing interest in
canal systems, including irrigation canals. Irrigation systems were of great
importance in the expansion of Puerto Rico’s agricultural economy in the
nineteenth and early twentieth century, particularly in the southern part of the
Island.

We have a copy of Pedro Alvarado Zayas' report (August 1999) on rock art sites
in Puerto Rico. The report, which is limited to an Island wide compilation of
photographs and rock art site forms, includes photographs of the petroglyphs
at site GLO100006, Cueva de los Indios (aka Los Sitios), taken more than twenty
years ago. These would serve as a useful comparison with the site’s current
condition as described in pages 82 through 87.

SHPO
OFICINA ESTATAL DE

CONSERVACION HISTORICA
OFICINA DEL GOBERNADOR

0239 . It STATE HISTORIC
| S | PRESERVATION OFFICE

OECH
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Angela E. Dunn
February 28, 2020
Page 2

As for archaeological occurrences, we believe that AO 2 through AO 6 should
be subjected to closer interval testing (cruciform) to confirm their isolated find
status. Regarding isolated features, photographs of all the features should be
included in the report, not just for AO 8. Representative samples of artifacts
recovered should also be included. Also, an intensive level (Phase Il) survey
should be carried out for the features, including whether they are part of the
same irrigation system. More archival research should be carried for these
systems. This would also apply to GLO100030 - Dique y Canal de Riego,
GLO100037 - Chimenea y Bomba de Vapor and GL0O100043 - Bomba de Vapor.
Components of the Central Rufina (Central) within the area of potential effects
should be evaluated within the context of the Central operation.

Use of the terms “direct APE” and “viewshed effects” (page 118 and elsewhere)
can cause confusion, since “viewshed effects” can also be a direct effect, as
clarified in the March 2019 D.C. Circuit court opinion on National Parks
Conservation Association v. Todd T. Semonite, Lieutenant General, Et Al. This
should be revised in the report. Also, use of the term “historic resources” can
cause confusion since, until recently, Section 301 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, used both “historic property” and “historic resource” to mean
a property included in, or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places.

Finally, when considering Criterion C, “distinctive characteristics” should not be
equated with “unique” characteristics (see page 135). According to the National
Register of Historic Places, distinctive characteristics “are the physical features
or traits that commonly recur in individual types, periods, or methods of
construction.”

The preparation of the final Phase | report should take into account the above
comments. If necessary, the Corps of Engineers may wish to use a phased
process to complete the identification and evaluation efforts for this project. If
you have questions regarding this matter, please contact our Office at
(787) 721-3737 or email, ediaz@prshpo.pr.gov.

Sincerely,

Carlos A. Rubio-Cancela
State Historic Preservation Officer

CARC/GMO/MB
SHPO
Cuartel de Ballajé (Tercer Pisu), | OFICINAEST?)TAL DEO
Calle Norzagara quina Beneficencia, Vigjo San fuan, PR. 00901 gg:ﬁiﬁ‘xgazx&‘ggx RICA
PO Box 9023935, San Juan, P.R. 00%)2-3935 STATE HISTORIC
Tel: 787-721-3737 Fax: 787-721-3773 | PRESERVATION OFFICE

www.oech.pr.gov OECH
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Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

' Formulario de Comentario
US Army Corps ' :
of Engineers«

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisard y serd incorporado en
las modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas seran
documentados y estaran disponibles al publico en la siguiente pagina web: www lrc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista piiblica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
e Correo electronico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
¢ Direccién Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, 1llinois 60604
* En persona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista ptiblica
*comentarios deberan ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: M@@?Aj{)/ﬁ

Nombre: w%)ﬂﬂ%
Pl
Apellido: bl 2arry/ HNernaidez
Organizacién (opcional): Am‘gg;g@gr 14 Zﬁsia!@lf_’f Qé :D(fa&?.f Bbﬂ«:&ff -0
Direccién:?@ Do BEDYIS
Ciudad: e’ur_u,g)_nﬂla Estado: PR Codigo Postal: 0O (o Ste

Por favor escriba legiblemente para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados completa y correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunion publica o siga las
Instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio

del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.
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@ Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Formulario de Comentario
US Army Corps

of Engineers =

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisara y serd incorporado en
las modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas serdn
documentados y estaran disponibles al ptiblico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lrc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista publica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
e Correo electrénico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
e Direccion Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, Illinois 60604
e En persona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista publica
*comentarios deberan ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: &% '(“ NPV L imban{ é’(( COlL

. \/ Y
Nombre: [ (11 S \ % |4 hillu.‘
)
[y

Apellido:

Organizacion (opcional): {;-;1 &L 1( f [5 W u;‘(;' sy

Direccion: \ 9, *' . DU,

Ciudad: .\jjq;_r'al"v Estado: I; Cédigo Postal: [ )L

Por favor escriba legiblemente para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados completa y correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunién publica o siga las
instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.
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Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Formulario de Comentario

US Army Corps
of Engineers =

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
pertodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisard y serd incorporado en
las modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas seran
documentados y estaran disponibles al piblico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lrc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista piiblica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
» Correo electronico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
¢ Direccion Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, llinois 60604
e En persona el 28 de novivmbre de 2018 en la vista publica
*comentarios deberan ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: L5 VU Dy R
— K /

Nombre: \ AT
Apellido: ‘A/ m}}ww CQ\_;\QAM’O

Organizacién (opcional): L,@L s e C/ [ (tie g AU ¢ /K(yd&/

Direccidn: /325 0&/ /JL Z\Lu% nlbfs/@-'(__,,f?dwwu@/

Ciudad: ﬁ:‘u_gxi-\r‘a,}u ) j / o Estado: h)‘fa. Cadigo Postal: 00656

Por favor escriba legiblemente para que sus comeniarios puedan ser grabados completa y correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunion piblica o siga las
instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesila mds espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.
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Rio Gua.yanilla_ Estudio de Viabilidad

Formulario de Comentario

US Army Corps
of Engineers &

(Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisara y serd incorporado en
las modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas serdn
documentados y estardn disponibles al ptblico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lrc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista publica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
o Correo electronico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
s Direccion Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejéreito de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, IHinois 60604
* En persona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista piblica
*comentarios deberan ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: § / ~ O §-26/§
Nombre: N v 'dad Sorkes @
Apellido: <5 ol C riz s C‘Q
Organizacion (opcional): Y yioW1] by Covs QEO éf?—— S‘Q"%U“ s A@A a
piveson LT 0lffon 34l K10 ~Cafle o5 Froes D3
Ciudad: émb{aw\(b} ’ Estadom Cédigo Postal: 0b L54

Por favor escriba legiblemente para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados complela y correclamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunion publica o siga las
instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.

E\\. of -

t¢ s,
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 Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Formulario de Comentario

US Army Corps
of Engineerss

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisard y sera incorporado en
tas modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas seran
documentados y estaran disponibles al publico en la siguiente pagina web: www.Irc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista piblica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
e Correo electrénico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.arny.mil
e Direccion Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, Illinois 60604
* En persona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista publica
*comentarios deberdn ser estampados con Ia fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: /}"}{é"— 2§ 0 f
Nombre: /?"o?u L

Apellido: / ':3 /)n

Organizacién (opcional}): < % vl &s S IV Pt
Direccion: (,/4//‘: 4«:&_{ /K%Z/Z‘ 2 %ﬁ-{w’a"‘ v
Ciudad: ’/, L i //}/:/ Estado: 75,.4/_)_ Codigo Postal: 1065 &
= fotr L0

Por favor escriba legiblemente para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados completa y correclamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunion piblica o siga las
instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita més espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posierior de esie formulario.
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tlﬁi

US Army Corps
of Engineers

Formulario de Comentario

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cietre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisard y serd incorporado en
las modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas seran
documentados y estarén disponibles al pablico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lre.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista pablica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
¢ Correo electronico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
e Direccién Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejéreito de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, Illinois 60604
¢ En persona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista pablica
*comentarios deberdn ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: D«? Nov 'CGW[)OVT A0 (%

Nombre: Mou [

Apeltido: [ eveyd

Organizacion (opcional): @\eﬁﬂﬁewt e
Direccitn: ng\\e R\-{—C«,m’% 3&\
Ciudad: guar,’fam'onv Estado: Q A, Cédigo Postal: £, 0 (256

Por favor escriba legiblemente para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados completa y correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunién piblica o siga las
instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio
del quie se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.
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Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Formulario de Comentario

us Army Corps
of Engineers s

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad de] Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisara y ser incorporado en
las modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o0 ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA. por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas serén
documentados y estardn disponibles al publico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lrc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente ¢ por escrito durante esta vista publica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
o Correo electrénico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
e Direccion Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, 1llinois 60604
® En persona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista ptiblica
*comentarios deberéan ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: & (? {/ / / // f
Nombre: %ﬂ? 24 /(/w

~
<« L

Apellido: Z s T

Organizacion (opcional):
- J -
Direccion: i — (2% [ fa — 5
DA ) o fo e o

Cludad: / 5/*5 ;%L/u\ Estado: 4:) Cédigo Postal: éf gé ;"'g_‘ /

Por favor escriba legiblemente para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados completa y correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunion piblica o siga las
instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.

=J
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= Formulario de Comentario
US Army Corps

of Engineers &
Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisard y ser4 incorporado en
las modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley

Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas seran
documentados y estaran disponibles al publico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lrc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista ptiblica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
e Correo electronico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
e Direccion Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, Illinois 60604
e Enpersona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista publica
*comentarios deberan ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: Npy 28 <201¥

Nombre: | learna

Apellido: [hody .’cjuc z

Organizacion (opcional):

Direccion: He. 02 BPot [Y55Z

Ciudad: Qmu\«!cm!‘ |4 Estado: P.R - Cddigo Postal: o0 Ik

Por favor escriba legiblemente para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados completa y correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunion piblica o siga las
instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.
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Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Formulario de Comentario

US Army Corps
of Engineers«

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisara y serd incorporado en
las modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas seran
documentados y estardn disponibles al piblico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lrc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista publica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
e Correo electronico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
e Direccion Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, Illinois 60604
¢ En persona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista publica
*comentarios deberan ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: }\L‘\} 2“6,; 20K

Nombre: uf,'i VLS
)

Apellido:_Lov pors

Organizacion (opcional):
Direccion: HC 0] DHOK \}3([7(&
Cindad: (50s *f%v\/‘\\\"a Estado: “PIL Cédigo Postal: (I e

Por favor escriba legiblemente para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados completa y correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunién piblica o siga las
instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.
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Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

s Formulario de Comentario
US Army Corps
of Engineers s

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisara y serd incorporado en
las. modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas serdn
documentados y estaran disponibles al pliblico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lrc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina ¢l 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista publica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
» Correo electronico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
o Direccion Postal:
Attn: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, Illinois 60604
* Enpersona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista publica
*comentarios deberan ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha de comentario: ;2 f \/‘un )azd B

/ l/e Y /u

Nombre:

Apellido: [ N~y (1 |~

N
Organizacién (opcional): G_L"',l WL 24",(&: A ZZ; 2&,&’1 gz,d,éb:’
Direccion: 7{11}4 //W f! Ve ﬁ/ 70
Ciudad: 62,&%1 CJMA_Q_,Q,QL- Estado: ﬁ g , Codigo Postal: M

Por favor escribaggiblemente para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados completay correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunion publica o siga las
mstrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.
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Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Formulario de Comentario

US Army Corps
of Engineers s

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 15 de diciembre de 2018, todo comentario se revisara y serd incorporado en
las modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley
Federal de Politica Ambiental (NEPA por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas seran
documentados y estaran disponibles al publico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lrc.usace army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina el 15 de diciembre de 2018. Puede proveer sus comentarios
verbalmente o por escrito durante esta vista ptiblica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser
dirigidos a:
e Correo electronico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
* Direccton Postal:
Atin: Frank Veraldi
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los Estados Unidos (USACE)
231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500)
Chicago, Hlinois 60604
* En persona el 28 de noviembre de 2018 en la vista ptblica
*comentarios deberan ser estampados con la fecha 15 de diciembre de 2018 para ser considerados.

Fecha (Ee comentario; QQ(&Q \’\,{j\) ,%M
Nombre: - 3\ YTw_- ﬂ)&)\_ﬂ)} GQ/L
Apellido: S G '
) : ‘ ‘\é_
Organizacién (o cional): C _Oyie e O
ﬁf N E 90H
Ciudad: (Qk NeBWold f ‘\ ¢ Estado: Z% Cadigo Postal: CO é 5 ;’

A

Direccidn:

Por favor escriba legiblr&hem‘e para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados compleia y correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunién publica o siga las
Instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.
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From: Luis Torres

To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Fwd: Canalizacién Rio Guayanilla
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2018 2:13:52 PM

Amigo,comerciante y residente de Guayanilla,hoy es un dia de sumaimportancia para el futuro de nuestro pueblo.El
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejercito de los EU presenta una vista plblica para ver el estudio de viavilidad del Rio
Guayanillay su necesaria canalizacion.Por décadas hemos sufrido el embate de inundaciones del Rio Guayanillay
los estragos que esto deja a su paso.Hemos visto con tristeza la destruccion de nuestras calles,estructuras llevando
esto a que nuestros comercios se vean afectados estancando la economia de todos.Con el Gltimo embate del rio
durante el paso del Huracan Maria vivimos nuevamente la pesadilla de los desalojos y cada vez el casco urbano
queda practicamente vacio y desolado porque decenas de residentes desisten de laidea de volver arehabilitar sus
hogares.En este momento sufrimos de la carencia de un Supermercado como lo eraNapo Vélez el cud aliviaba gran
parte de las necesidades de nuestros abarrotes y otros articul os de necesidad,les exhorto alos integrantes del Cuerpo
de Ingenieros a que vean nuestro problema como uno de indole humanitario y que consideren nuestra realidad como
pueblo para que asi nos brinden la ayuda por lanecesidad del futuro de Guayanilla,nuestraidentidad y asi asegurarle
anuestras préximas generaciones la estabilidad de vivir y amar alatierra de Aguaybana asi como laamamos
NOSOtros.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Luis Torres <daddyluist.It@gmail.com <mailto:daddyluist.It@gmail.com> >
Date: mié., 28 de nov. de 2018 3:51 PM

Subject: Canalizacion Rio Guayanilla

To: <frank.m.veraldi @usace.army.mil <mailto:frank.m.veraldi @usace.army.mil> >

Amigo,comerciante y residente de Guayanilla,hoy es un dia de sumaimportancia para el futuro de nuestro pueblo.El
Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejercito de los EU presenta una vista plblica paraver el estudio de viavilidad del Rio
Guayanillay su necesaria canalizacion.Por décadas hemos sufrido el embate de inundaciones del Rio Guayanillay
los estragos que esto deja a su paso.Hemos visto con tristeza la destruccion de nuestras calles,estructuras llevando
esto a que nuestros comercios se vean afectados estancando la economia de todos.Con el Gltimo embate del rio
durante el paso del Huracan Maria vivimos nuevamente la pesadilla de los desalojos y cada vez el casco urbano
queda practicamente vacio y desolado porque decenas de residentes desisten de laidea de volver arehabilitar sus
hogares.En este momento sufrimos de la carencia de un Supermercado como lo eraNapo Vélez el cud aliviaba gran
parte de las necesidades de nuestros abarrotes y otros articul os de necesidad,les exhorto alos integrantes del Cuerpo
de Ingenieros a que vean nuestro problema como uno de indole humanitario y que consideren nuestra realidad como
pueblo para que asi nos brinden la ayuda por lanecesidad del futuro de Guayanilla,nuestraidentidad y asi asegurarle
anuestras préximas generaciones la estabilidad de vivir y amar alatierra de Aguaybana asi como laamamos
nosotros. Att. LuisN. Torres Mufiiz ,Legislador Municipal de Guayanilla"Nacido en Ponce ,criado en
Guayanilla,estudié en Guayanilla desde elememtal a escuela superior y he sido residente de Guayanilla por mis 49
afos de edad.
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From: Orlando J. Rodriguez

To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA); Zuercher, Jeffrey K CIV USARMY CELRC (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Scoping Comment Submission - Rio Guayanilla Study
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2018 3:09:26 PM

Mr. Jeff Zuercher

Project Manager

US Army Corps of Engineers
Chicago District

Dear Mr. Zuercher:

Unfortunately, | was unable to attend the meeting held yesterday in Guayanilla to receive input from the community
for the Feasibility Study that is being conducted by USACE.

My family owns a commercial building next to the river in the main street of the Municipality of Guayanilla (the
building with a large white wall that can be seen in the picture). My mother had a drug store on the first floor and
we lived in the second floor of the property in the late 60's and early 70's and still cherish the memories and the
community living. My brother (now a doctor), sister (how a CPA) and | attended elementary school in Guayanilla.
During that period, we experienced the boom of the petrochemical industry and the economy of Guayanilla. My
father built a second commercial space that was rented to Island Finance, a company providing small loans. After
we moved in the early 70's, a furniture store was established on the building. A funeral house also operated for a
number of years. The rental income from that property paid for most of our education.

My father was born and educated in the municipality of Guayanilla. In 1995, he decided to rebuild and expand the
building and parking facilities at a cost of more than $200,000. After completion of the work, the property was
appraised at $365,000. The main commercial space was rented to a consortium of municipalities at that time and
has been vacant now for more than 18 years. During that period, my parents (now deceased) paid property taxes and
have been unable to rent or sell the property due to the major floods or the possibility of a major flood. Due to the
flood risk, the property has lost commercial value and there are no interested buyers or tenants due to the same
factor.

The economic and social damages to this small town caused by the flooding problems cannot be properly assessed
by looking at the present status of this town. Guayanilla was a town with a large petrochemical industry, farming,
tourism, fishing and shipping industry. The flooding problem has caused a migration of businesses and population
to other neighboring towns at the expense of those that have kept their faith in the recovery of this Municipality.

A reduction of the flood risk for this community will bring population back to the urban center of the town and
should promote construction and new investment in this beautiful place.

Please let me know if you need additional information to properly assess the economic damages cause by the risk of
flooding in the town of Guayanilla. If there is anything we can do to assist the Corps, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Orlando J. Rodriguez

Orlando J. Rodriguez Law Offices

Suite 1810, Popular Center Building
208 Ponce de Leon Ave.

San Juan, PR 00918

(787)754-1146

66


mailto:orodriguez@pr-law.com
mailto:Frank.M.Veraldi@usace.army.mil
mailto:Jeffrey.K.Zuercher@usace.army.mil

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This communication is intended only for the addressee(s) named above and is
confidential, legally privileged, and protected from disclosure. If you have received this message in error, please
immediately reply and notify the sender and delete the message.
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From: Carlos De Jesus

To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA); Zuercher, Jeffrey K CIV USARMY CELRC (USA)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Scoping Comment Submission
Date: Thursday, September 12, 2019 6:23:02 AM

Guayanilla Municipality of Puerto Rico, USA

Carlos De Jesus - Civil Engineer

Estimate:

My comments & questions was relate to the type of flood control.

1. If we have a very high runoff in the higher montain, the system need a water captation first.

2. The flood water system need an energy water control at two points minimun.
3. What type and direction of runoff water system USACE recomends to streets, swales, sewer system of

municipality facilities.
4, With the $3M budget, what is real scope at this point?
Cordially,

Resident of Guayanilla, Puerto Rico
Available for helping / job
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From: Delia Vazquez

To: guayanillacomments@usa.army.mil

Cc: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA)

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Comentarios vista publica el 18 de septiembre 2019
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 9:33:17 PM

Saludos!

Mi nombre es Delia M. Vazquez. Ayer estuve en las vistas publicas en el hotel Costa Bahia. Hace 30 afios resido en
El Barrio Jaguas, bastante cerca del Sector La Elisa, lugar por donde primero, el Rio Guayanilla, sale de su cauce
discurriendo por la carretera 127 causando grandes dafios a la propiedad, el comercio , la agricultura, etc. Todo esto
es de su conocimiento y por ende reconocen la importancia de este gran proyecto, indispensable para la tranquilidad
y seguridad de toda la ciudadania. Es vital para el desarrollo econdémico y social de nuestro pueblo. Esperemos y
confiamos en Dios que el Congreso lo apruebe lo antes posible.

Ayer se hablo que la carretera conocida como La Elisa, seria eliminada. Pregunto entonces, van a expropiar el
terreno de la derecha para construir una nueva calle?

La canalizacion traeria nuevos empleos para los guayanillenses o el Cuerpo de ingenieros traeria todos sus
empleados?

Cuantos afos aproximadamente tardaria dicha construccién?

Como no sabemos cudnto tiempo tardard en comenzar la construccion, sugiero que el Municipio limpie el cauce Del
Rio desde el sector La Elisa hasta su desembocadura, pues la sedimentacion estd muy alta y ante una s fuertes
lluvias, el rio tiene altas posibilidades de salir de su cauce.

Entiendo que el Sr. Alcalde, tiene que pedir autorizacioén al Departamento de Recursos Naturales y al Cuerpo de
Ingenieros. Entiendo también que estos permisos deben ser aprobados pues se justifican ante la problematica de
nuestro pueblo. Es bien importante el dragado Del Rio antes de que empiece la temporada de huracanes, el 1 de
junio.

Espero me puedan contestar mis preguntas en la medida que les sea posible.

Muchas gracias por su atencion.

Atentamente,

Delia M. Vazquez
295 Calle Paseo
Guayanilla, PR 00656

Enviado desde mi iPad
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From: Orlando J. Rodriguez

To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA)

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Study
Date: Friday, September 27, 2019 2:18:08 PM
Attachments: RioGuayanillaFloodRisk-carta 18 sept 2019.pdf

Dear Mr. Veraldi:

Please see attached copy of my comments related to the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Study. The
original was delivered during the September 18, 2019 meeting.

Also attached are some pictures of the damages caused by the floods after Maria in September 2019. We are happy
to report that we have cleaned and repainted the property and repaired all damages caused by the floods in 2017 —
see attached picture.

Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any assistance.

Cordially,

Orlando J Rodriguez

Orlando J. Rodriguez Law Offices

Suite 1810, Popular Center Building

208 Ponce de Leon Ave.

San Juan, PR 00918

(787)754-1146

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This communication is intended only for the addressee(s) named above and is
confidential, legally privileged, and protected from disclosure. If you have received this message in error, please
immediately reply and notify the sender and delete the message.
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Otlando J. Rodriguez

LAW OFFICES

September 18, 2019

VIA EMAIL: Frank.M.Veraldi@usace.army.mil

Mr. Frank Veraldi, CELRC-PL_ENV
Ecosystem Restoration Formulation
LRD Technical Specialist USACE
231 S. LaSalle St, Suite 1500
Chicago, lllinois 60604

Re: Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Study
Dear Mr. Veraldi:

Thanks for the opportunity to provide my comments to the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk
Management Study prepared by USACE for the planning and design of a flood risk management
project for the communities within the Rio Guayanilla floodplain. | commend the Corps for the
excellent report that was put together and for all the factors that have been considered.

For more than 50 years, my family has owned a commercial building next to the river in the main
street of the Municipality of Guayanilla. The remains of my grandparents and great grandparents
are buried in the Cementerio Municipal. My roots are in this small town. | therefore appreciate the
opportunity to provide my comments to the alternatives proposed by the Corps to reduce the risk
of flooding.

My mother had a drug store on the first floor and we lived in the second floor of the property in the
late 60’s and early 70's and still cherish the memories and the community living. My brother (now
a doctor), sister (now a CPA) and | attended elementary school in Guayanilla. My younger
brother was born in Guayanilla. During that period, we experienced the boom of the
petrochemical industry and the economy of Guayanilla. In the late 60s, my father built 2 second
commercial space that was rented to a company providing small loans. After we moved in the
early 70’s, a furniture store was established on the building (that lost all inventory after Tropical
Storm Eloisa in 1975). A funeral house also operated for a number of years. During those years,
the rental income from that property paid for most of our education.

My father was born and educated in the municipality of Guayanilla. In 1995, he decided to rebuild
and expand the building and parking facilities at a cost of more than $200,000. The main
commercial space was rented to a consortium of municipalities at that time and has been vacant
now for more than 18 years. During that period, my parents paid property taxes and were unable
to rent or sell the property due to the possibility of a major flood. We recently repaired and
refurbished the building.

As described in your report, the town of Guayanilla has lost population and commercial activity.
This Project presents an excellent opportunity to end that trend and to stimulate economic
development in Guayanilla. But this Project must be more than the construction of a diversion
channel to send all flood waters to the diversion channel. This Project represents an opportunity
for the planned and sustainable development of Guayanilia. My proposal would be the following:

e The creation of new public recreational spaces for the residents and visitors of Guayanilla
should be part of this project. The new channel should be converted into an ecological
corridor. A good example is Rio Manzanares in Madrid.

e A paseo lineal for walking, running and cycling from Costa Bahia Hotel to the Playa de
Guayanilla should also be part of this project. This paseo must include parking spaces
and food venues, similar to the paseo that has been built around Rio Bayamon. This
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paseo could also become a tourist attraction and a venue for sports events.
The construction of parks must be part of the plans of this development. In most cities,
living close to a river is a privilege only a few can afford. The aesthetics of the channel
and changes to the topography should be considered.

e The construction of the diversion channel will impact the topography around the
Cementerio Municipal. The relocation of the cemetery and/or the development of a new
cemetery should be considered.

e The study should identify farming land that could be used to replace the land that will be
lost due to the construction of the diversion channel.

e The funds must be identified and the construction must begin as soon as possible.
Guayanilla and the residents of Guayanilla cannot wait another ten years. As your study
has found, nearly 60% of the population in the study area is below the poverty line.
Individuals and businesses will continue to leave the area. We cannot resist another
flood.

e To expedite construction and minimize the adverse environmental effects, the Corps
should consider to source the rock from quarries that are operating in the south.

e Reforestation of the area close to the diversion channel should be a requirement of this
Project.

e The municipal and state governments must encourage investment in the area and should
provide incentives for young families to move to the town center. Properties within the
area should not be subject to taxes on real property until the construction of the diversion
channel is completed and the excise tax on construction should be waived during a
period of ten to twenty years.

e The Municipality should enforce the zoning regulations for new construction.
Commercial development should be limited to designated areas within the Municipality.
Informal construction should be banned and the operation of businesses must be limited
to commercial areas. Guayanilla must plan now the city of the future. The construction
of a diversion channel only makes sense if the people from Guayanilla are committed to
invest in the town and live and shop in the urban center. Schools in the town must be
reopened and the municipal and state governments must keep their facilities in the town
center. Empty public buildings must be converted to housing or must be provided to
non-profit or community-based organizations to run their operations. Co-working spaces
should be created for the residents of Guayanilla.

e The community of Guayanilla must be an essential part of this development. They have
to participate in the planning, design, construction and maintenance of the channel, the
corridor and other public spaces that will be created.

The economic and social damages to this small town caused by the flooding problems cannot be
properly assessed by looking at the present status of this town. Guayanilla was a town with a
large petrochemical industry, farming, tourism, fishing and shipping industry. The flooding
problem has caused a migration of businesses and population to other neighboring towns at the
expense of those that have kept their faith in the recovery of this Municipality. A reduction of the
flood risk for this community will bring population back to the urban center of the town and should
promote construction and new investment in this beautiful place.

Please let me know if you need additional information to properly assess the economic damages
caused by the risk of flooding in the town of Guayanilla. If there is anything we can do to assist
the Corps, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

At oy,

PO BOX 195435 * SAN JUAN, P.R. * 00919-5435 * PHONE: 787-754-1146 * FAX: 787-754-1181
www.pt-law.com






From: Zuercher, Jeffrey K CIV USARMY CELRC (USA)

To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA)
Subject: FW: Canalizacién Rio Guayanilla (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Wednesday, October 9, 2019 9:53:57 AM

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
Frank,
Here is another email I received along with Christina's translation.

Jeff

From: Marrero Rodriguez, Cristina A CIV USARMY CELRC (US)

Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2019 4:20 PM

To: Zuercher, Jeffrey K CIV USARMY CELRC (USA) <Jeffrey.K.Zuercher@usace.army.mil>
Subject: RE: Canalizacion Rio Guayanilla (UNCLASSIFIED)

Here you go!

"As a resident within the urban area (referring to the town) of Guayanilla we have a pressing need for the channeling
of the River. This problem causes not only material losses, but also the depreciation of our property and puts at risk
the lives of the residents and passersby. Thank you. Jose G Batista"

Sincerely,

Cristina A. Marrero Rodriguez

Paralegal Specialist / FOIA Officer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District
231 S. LaSalle Street, Suite 1500

Chicago, IL 60604

Telephone: (312) 846-5332

Fax: 312-353-8710

Attorney Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product
Do Not Forward Do Not Release Under FOIA

From: Zuercher, Jeffrey K CIV USARMY CELRC (USA)

Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2019 9:04 AM

To: Marrero Rodriguez, Cristina A CIV USARMY CELRC (US) <Cristina.A.Marrero@usace.army.mil>
Subject: FW: Canalizacion Rio Guayanilla (UNCLASSIFIED)

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Can you help translate this?

Thanks!
Jeff
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From: JOSE [mailto:jgbatistal2@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 10:44 PM

To: Zuercher, Jeffrey K CIV USARMY CELRC (USA) <Jeffrey.K.Zuercher@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Canalizacion Rio Guayanilla

Como residente del casco urbano de Guayanilla tenemos una necesidad apremiante en la canalizacion del Rio, cuyo
problema nos causa no solo pérdidas materiales si no también por la depreciacion de nuestras propiedades y pone
en riesgo la vida de los residentes y transeuntes del pueblo Gracias Jose g batista

787 546 6292

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
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From: Efrain Carreras

To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA); guallanilla_comments@usace.army.mil

Cc: Jannette Figueroa; Ramon Lopez; Javier J. Valentin

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] COMMENTS: RIO GUAYANILLA FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT STUDY DRAFT INTEGRATED
FEASIBILITY REPORT

Date: Thursday, October 3, 2019 6:06:13 PM

October 3, 2019

Via Email: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil
CC. guallanilla_comments(@usace.army.mil

US Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District
Att. Frank m. Veraldi

231 S La Salle Street, Suite 1500

Chicago, IL 60604

Re: Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Study
Dear Mr. Veraldi:

We are a leading producer of aggregates in Puerto Rico. Our company owns and operates three
quarries on the island. Two located on the north of the island and a third quarry located

at the southern town of Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico which is around 35 mins from your proposed project
at Guayanilla.

Our quarry at Juana Diaz, Canarico Quarries, Inc. was opened around 1969 and since then had been
serving the construction industry both in public and private construction. Because of the purity and
quality of our limestone we can also count within our diverse customer base other customers such as
the animal food manufacturing plants, the thin set, mortar and grouts manufacturing plants,
agricultural lime,

and as sorbent reagent at the AES Coal plants at their Guayama, Puerto Rico Plant.

Since we are an established plant we can manufacture and serve most of your project aggregates
requirements reducing the possible environmental impact of opening a rock quarry at your proposed
project.

Since the outsourcing of the aggregates was not considered in your feasibility study we respectfully
present our quarry as an alternative.

Here are some specifics of our company:

Quarry Name: Canarico Quarries, Inc.
Location: Nad 83 coordinates: x: , V! , Guayabal Ward, Juana Diaz PR
Road 5552, Km 0.7, Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico
Mineral: Limestone 99% purity, Las Cuevas formation
Ore Reserves: Over 40 million tons
Production Capacity (Primary Crushing): 3,000 tons/Day
DUNS Number:
CCR Registration:
Active

CAGE Code:

SL2H3

NAICS:

212312, 212319, 212321
Company: Women Owned Small Business
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tel:181177403

Number of employees: 42

Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) ID:5400159
Oficina de Gerencia de Permisos (Extraction Permit): Active
Environmental Quality Board Air Permit: Active

EPA Multisector General Permit: Active

Respectfully submitted,

Efrain Carreras, PE

Vice President

Canarico Quarries, Inc.
787-632-8566
ecarreras@carmelo.com

PO Box 1052
Sabana Seca, PR 00952
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US Army Comps
of Engineerse

Gracias por su comentario en respuesta al estudio de viabilidad del Rio Guayanilla. Tras el cierre del
periodo de comentarios el 4 de octubre de 2019, todo comentario se revisard y serd incorporado en las
modificaiones al reporte o se respondera de forma genérica o directa o ambas conforme a Ley Federal de
Politica Ambiental (NEPA. por sus siglas en ingles). Los comentarios y respuestas seran documentados y
estardn disponibles al ptiblico en la siguiente pagina web: www.lrc.usace.army.mil

El periodo de comentario termina ¢l 4 de octubre de 2019. Puede proveer sus comentarios verbalmente o
por escrito durante esta vista piblica, o luego de esta vista. Sus comentarios pueden ser dmgldos a
s Correo electrénico: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil :

e Direccion Postal: -
Attn: Frank Veraldi
‘Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejéreito de los Estados Unidos (USACE)

231 South La Salle Street (Suite #1500}

Chicago, Illinois 60604
~ e Enpersona el 18 de septiembre de 2019 en la vista piblica o el 19 de septiembre de 2019 en el

‘open house’
*comentanos deberan ser estampados con Ia fecha 4 de octubre de 2019 para ser con31derados

‘ '_.Fechadecomentaflo 4 /‘f yé/ é‘/ﬁﬁ /u@ 20 /?

Nombre.w Lo
apeliido:_ LIPS A | /6,,, 0 S ?5

Organizacién (opcional)'kgczz Cleopo flr S va Ji 7 /,t/'& /@’V’e’} €
Dlreccmn%;i[ (jv//e /q gé‘n‘«[mz ?a-» Oé—ef |
Ciudad: / y&»c/a pe // | Estado f gﬁ Cédigo Postal: ¢2 @2 é S é/

Por favor escriba l__egzblemenre para que sus comentarios puedan ser grabados completa y correctamente.
Por favor complete este formulario y déjelo en la caja proporcionada en la reunién publica o siga las
instrucciones arriba para enviar sus comentarios. Por favor, adjunte las hojas si necesita mds espacio
del que se proporciona en la parte posterior de este formulario.

77




”

Desdt Lo deinsle ﬁd 794 & O&e /o

4,4/&’ Ja-ea@-e y»-ccoraé——w-s Ao 4, Ny,
/ws'a nae—f e n @l/l-'vdt,/./«c’/ , G = <
/ i~ -
€S 00 pu o o ¢ gt (o Lo Ve K e
C&fﬂa&v&o@—«/fjd CoLe e/ ﬂ,ﬂs
{g—-mqg,:/a",//@\.”/.' € Lot PR Gals e
(el cp COcr< @ ’44. -e/,)éu f)é-e—uu)aﬁ_
fra$ A r/oé,, -—; /lﬂ/a/C /dl/b /Cadu réc:
/eécéef‘wﬁ hffrwé ‘s’ /h(
ﬂ%fffozt/a_-—f ?V‘e L n o /'
6&»/’%(&( Aﬂ/arCLn fvméa.,c <
Pla s, fo - g e 9«!’74 Ao~ efﬂé‘-«'—’—-&é
ﬂa/k/m S P [T} @6 CoeL € o@@//
"K.oo /@& /'/VA/MS Peshte ¢ fes
/‘@/ /sz“%? Og‘e’// gal///‘fd 53%00',(
a A /ML /-e -e/ﬂ//['l/?—aég_ /Poﬂ/@ QL
P ﬂf-"'-e é/b //’affdp (”/r'ﬁ/a/ﬂ/o f’f’/zb)'
EL B bt e ffre ﬂe&f/(é Mﬂ/f“w-' el
///ﬂ«c/cf'-—t’ /éc/ /(/‘0 S, Y W o ¢ =

Vias P2y e 2 ﬂh.//c—'f/“r é f:/-fa'/;,— @l
egﬂa A ot et P epiye
//&XV"/ /A, a&e efs ,%!/ %’/ c/%.

Can e o S5 /@9 )Zpk’/’*el‘v; /i(f )
& P //-r-— o f/"/s—V/Gw /fgé&f ,f‘/“";’/éc‘)
S tente 7 =€ e e P Lonnd B
a Lo Capm [ 2-4 /./o/;vj //”‘—C//(@ra/f
2t Car e & Q,C)é/a/ﬁi j"e?f"r"fg_ AN
//;/vé’wé/f Z/ﬂ’ar sSer e oS _/of/’ffa

78



el /VM}”-@.-/%-? @We /@/QVM

/OC (e for Vo phe o Lo "1 o a
a pen [ P Cs el YO ﬁc/~e.5%‘m s
ﬁ’/\«/{" fne £ ﬂc/@//t/?éej 7/‘-6—

So 5vcle  La pTo S Lo %/54/5
pop  Fal fon Lo priae ek
ﬂ/a;épc_&wzf o eife. f /weav/ ZJ
/ (py}ér?,:éé/z«ps‘ ,,,(/c-c aé’ &/é»&ﬁ—
LLALA //&,/A/a’/z: & A //}0/‘/ 1 e S e Aty ot
ﬂM&eZ hess/r ez et /ﬁm//‘é”h»m_
/&/1// éc/ﬁﬂ/as’ /@WQ‘?/?&?(" ‘-:/ M/FV
ol bk e ' fenl , [o
,/j;L- A P Eoepn ~= aﬁvl/?/é-_—&— /ffce /A;{’
[ S //6”"‘@%/“2‘3’}' €., ZM,A@ W/AE;--
E/ /vrkm%/a ag‘e '@9?("& ﬁ’%/ﬁ&

4:-4/1%7@ / ///v O e
f?% )f n/eac/ ‘P l;/\e /a-;:%:;é:—«ﬁé—

ey o b "/ffé’f?’/«&éﬂv/ e

'@A/&S :

/Z*’r 74@/@ 'z &e/w// e /(A/c*:ﬁ/‘é

/(’// cﬁucyﬂa L e fﬁf?qf A e pes

/(/(’ /¢'VM¢/ faVﬂr 9/5 qu A/ee//f)

?P Yo p©O e/v chw;‘aaéeracgaw \e/f

_{;pw(«@a/%& e (Tonve flan B
c..,S v 2= <€ el s e (e

}nrf/a_ oée Wﬁ/g&_ &e/pt//a\., pa

/}v?é‘??//ea J’[‘\MF‘C& s ez ‘C/t’e& aé@/

/( @l/"“‘e‘fﬁmﬂ [/a\.- N Y
/7 .




80



Date: October 4, 2019

Name: Heriberto

Last Name: Zapata

Organization: Veteran and Independent Journalist
Address: #54 R. Balazquides Street

City: Guayanilla

STATE: PR

Zipcode: 00656

Since the 1960s (as far as | can remember) there were people in Guayanilla who hoped that the lack of
the Guayanilla River’s channel capacity, would be compensated with a wider and deeper channel.

The government removed people living in the Afasco, Tumbas and Playita neighborhoods. This move
made space to expand the channel of the river (the stretch) beginning right before the bridge located at
the Los Sitios neighborhood all the way down to the bridge at the main entrance of the town
(downtown) (PR- 127).

The government was able to expand the riverbed, comprehensibly preferring to fill the available space
that served as an escape valve, thus damaging the lands at the opposite bank (Bda. Guaydia).

| think that as a plan B to the proposed project, improvements to the current channel could be made
and the likeliness of this getting done would be greater (because it is less costly) than to achieve the 160
million dollar proposed canalization.

Some of the bridges have suffered damages in the past because of the lack of true protection and etc.

We know that this visionary plan to solve the problem with decent bridges and improvements to the
current riverbed could minimize the long-term impacts of flooding.

The management of this situation by the agencies concerned has raised doubts about their integrity.

Therefore, it is requested that the US Army Corps of Engineers take into consideration this writing (as
Plan B and etc.) and that it serves as an aid in the most integrated planning of the Guayanilla River.

Att. Heriberto Zapata
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From: RAMON RODRIGUEZ

To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA)

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Fw: Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad
Date: Thursday, October 3, 2019 7:16:41 PM

Attachments: Screenshot 2019-10-03-08-57-07.png

Screenshot 2019-10-03-08-57-07.png

Recomemiento habrir terreno desde el puente del Rio Santa Maria del Barrio magas de Guayanilla en caida. a hasta
el Barrio Playa de Guayanilla en flujo del Rio salga a la bahia si restricciones evitando que el nivel del Rio suba e
inunde el Barrio Pueblo

Adjunto un screenshot de Rio de Guayanilla. Y mi recomendacion

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: RAMON RODRIGUEZ <ramontech2005@yahoo.com>

To: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil <frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2019, 08:00:15 PM AST

Subject: Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Oct 3 2019 8:00 pm

Buenas tarde

Por este medio quiero comentar, recomendar y solicitar
Mi nombre es Ramon M. Rodriguez Jiménez

Calle pedro morales #54 Bo.Sitios

Guayanilla PR 00656

Estuve en la presentacion del 19 de sept 2019 en Guayanilla le doy las gracias porque pude expresarme en los 5
minutos o mas que tuve de turno.

Como tecnico de instrumentacion en pharmaceuticas, petroquimicas, power plant ect.

El Rio de Guayanilla en el huracan Maria desde mi casa en el Barrio Quebradas de Guayanilla se aprecio la
acomulacion de agua a todos lo mencionado en la precentacion por el poco flujo de (velocidad) de este rio

Mi comentario de la presentacion es .

1. El proyecto esta bien pero al final donde se encuentran la canalizacion nueva con el rio natural . El flujo de agua
de la canalizacion nueva va dominal la salidad del rio natural y el rio natural las aguas suberian su nivel.

2. Los sedimentos de agregados no estoy de acuerdo q se acomulen a los lados del rio ambientalmente no crearias
polvo fugitivo . Al dia de hoy los polvo de rio del huracan Maria llega a nuestra casa .

Mi solicitud
1. Con el permiso del Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército USA y Recursos Naturales de PR ANUALMENTE
OTORGUEN UN PERMISO PARA LIMPIAR desde Barrio Consejo hasta la Playa de Guayanilla con maquinarias

que Recursos Naturales asign6 al Pueblo de Guayanilla

Mi recomendacion
1.El canal nuevo que pasaria por Piedras Blancas tenga una desembocadura nueva no la misma del rio natural.

2. El pueblo de Guayanilla puede y tiene la maquinaria para limpiar el Rio de Guayanilla lo que necesitamos es un
permiso de limpieza Rio Guayanilla.

Gracias por la oportunidad
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Marrero Rodriguez, Cristina A CIV USARMY CELRC (US)

From: Marrero Rodriguez, Cristina A CIV USARMY CELRC (US)

Sent: Tuesday, October 15, 2019 1:13 PM

To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA)

Cc: Zuercher, Jeffrey K CIV USARMY CELRC (USA); Villarreal, Vanessa CIV USARMY CELRC
(USA)

Subject: RE: [Non-DoD Source] Fw: Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Hi Frank, My apologies for the delayed response!! Please see below the translation for both emails from Mr. Rodriguez. |
saved a copy of this email chain in the location you provided.

The October 3, 2019 7:15 PM email:

| recommend opening land from the bridge of the Santa Maria River in the Magas Neighborhood in Guayanilla
downstream to the Playa neighborhood. The flow of the river will then end up in the bay without restrictions and
preventing the level of the river to rise and flood the Pueblo neighborhood.

Attached is a screenshot of Rio Guayanilla and my recommendation.

The October 3, 2019 08:15 PM email:
Good evening

| like to comment, recommend and request using this email as a medium. My name is Ramdén M. Rodriguez Jiménez.
Calle Pedro Morales #54 Bo. Sitios, Guayanilla, PR 00656.

| was at the presentation on September19, 2019 in Guayanilla and | want to thank you because | was able to express
myself in the 5 minutes or more that | was given to speak.

| am an instrumentation technician in pharmaceuticals, petrochemicals, power plant etc.

During Hurricane Maria, from my house in the Quebradas neighborhood of Guayanilla, | saw the Guayanilla River
accumulate because of the rivers low flow (speed).

My comments of the presentation are

1. The project is fine, but at the end where the new channel meets the natural river, the flow of water from the new
channel will dominate the outlet of the natural river and the waters would rise.

2. 1 do not agree with accumulating the aggregate sediments on the sides of the river. Environmentally, this would
create runaway dust. After Hurricane Maria and still to this day, the dust from the river ends up in our house.

My request

1. With the permission of the Army Corps of Engineers and Natural Resources of PR ANNUALLY GRANT A PERMIT TO
CLEAN beginning at the Consejo Neighborhood and ending at the Guayanilla Beach with machinery that Natural
Resources assigned to the town of Guayanilla.

My recommendation
1. that the new channel that would pass through Piedras Blancas, has a new outlet, not the same as the natural river.



2. The town of Guayanilla can and they have the machinery to clean the Guayanilla River, what we need is a cleaning
permit for the River of Guayanilla.

Thank you for the opportunity

Cristina A. Marrero Rodriguez

Paralegal Specialist / FOIA Officer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District
231 S. LaSalle Street, Suite 1500

Chicago, IL 60604

Telephone: (312) 846-5332

Fax: 312-353-8710

Attorney Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product Do Not Forward Do Not Release Under FOIA

From: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA)

Sent: Wednesday, October 9, 2019 9:44 AM

To: Marrero Rodriguez, Cristina A CIV USARMY CELRC (US) <Cristina.A.Marrero@usace.army.mil>

Cc: Villarreal, Vanessa CIV USARMY CELRC (USA) <Vanessa.Villarreal@usace.army.mil>; Zuercher, Jeffrey K CIV USARMY
CELRC (USA) <Jeffrey.K.Zuercher@usace.army.mil>

Subject: FW: [Non-DoD Source] Fw: Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Hi Cristina,
Please provide translation and save here:
S:\LRC-Project\PRJ-Guayanilla\PMD-EF Plan Env\NEPA\EAPublicComments

Thanks much!

Frank Veraldi, PM-PL-E

Ecosystem Restoration Formulation,
LRD Regional Technical Specialist USACE
231 S. LaSalle St, Suite 1500

Chicago, lllinois 60604

Office: 312-846-5589

http://www.Ird.usace.army.mil
http://www.lrc.usace.army.mil

FACEBOOK: http://www.facebook.com/usacechicago

From: RAMON RODRIGUEZ [mailto:ramontech2005@yahoo.com]



Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2019 7:15 PM
To: Veraldi, Frank M CIV (USA) <Frank.M.Veraldi@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Fw: Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Recomemiento habrir terreno desde el puente del Rio Santa Maria del Barrio magas de Guayanilla en caida. a hasta el
Barrio Playa de Guayanilla en flujo del Rio salga a la bahia si restricciones evitando que el nivel del Rio suba e inunde el
Barrio Pueblo

Adjunto un screenshot de Rio de Guayanilla. Y mi recomendacidn

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: RAMON RODRIGUEZ <ramontech2005@yahoo.com>

To: frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil <frank.m.veraldi@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2019, 08:00:15 PM AST

Subject: Rio Guayanilla Estudio de Viabilidad

Oct 32019 8:00 pm

Buenas tarde

Por este medio quiero comentar, recomendar y solicitar Mi nombre es Ramon M. Rodriguez Jiménez Calle pedro
morales #54 Bo.Sitios Guayanilla PR 00656

Estuve en la presentacion del 19 de sept 2019 en Guayanilla le doy las gracias porque pude expresarme en los 5 minutos
0 mas que tuve de turno.

Como tecnico de instrumentacién en pharmaceuticas, petroquimicas, power plant ect.

El Rio de Guayanilla en el huracdn Maria desde mi casa en el Barrio Quebradas de Guayanilla se aprecio la acomulacion
de agua a todos lo mencionado en la precentacion por el poco flujo de (velocidad) de este rio

Mi comentario de la presentacion es .

1. El proyecto esta bien pero al final donde se encuentran la canalizacion nueva con el rio natural . El flujo de agua de la
canalizacion nueva va dominal la salidad del rio natural y el rio natural las aguas suberian su nivel.

2. Los sedimentos de agregados no estoy de acuerdo q se acomulen a los lados del rio ambientalmente no crearias polvo
fugitivo . Al dia de hoy los polvo de rio del huracan Maria llega a nuestra casa .

Mi solicitud

1. Con el permiso del Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército USA y Recursos Naturales de PR ANUALMENTE OTORGUEN UN
PERMISO PARA LIMPIAR desde Barrio Consejo hasta la Playa de Guayanilla con maquinarias que Recursos Naturales
asigno al Pueblo de Guayanilla

Mi recomendacion
1.El canal nuevo que pasaria por Piedras Blancas tenga una desembocadura nueva no la misma del rio natural.

2. El pueblo de Guayanilla puede y tiene la maquinaria para limpiar el Rio de Guayanilla lo que necesitamos es un
permiso de limpieza Rio Guayanilla.

Gracias por la oportunidad






GOBIERNO DE PUERTO RICO Ndmero de Caso:

Departamento de Desarrollo Econdmico y Comercio 2019-283347-REA-003520
Oficina de Gerencia de Permisos

Recomendacion Ambiental

Rio Guayanilla Feasibility Study

Fecha de Expedicion:
14/JAN/2020

Datos de localizacion Datos de permiso

De acuerdo a la informacién suministrada se propone una Duefio
actlv_ldad Eubllco en el Distrito de Clasificacion identificado a Jeffrey K Zuercher
continuacion:

Direccién Fisica Certificado por
BO RUFINA Proyectista Jeffrey Zuercher Lic. No. 062058077
Guayanilla, Puerto Rico, 00656 Cabida (Area Total Segun Escritura)
NGmero(s) de Catastro 124872.31 MC
386-013-085-03 Servidumbres Existentes
Calificacién Acueductos (AAA), Alcantarillado (AAA), Electricidad (AEE),
. e Via municipal de acceso (Municipio), Via estatal de acceso
Distrito(s) de Calificacion: (DTOP)
AR-1
Distrito en el Mapa de Inundabilidad:
AE
Tipo de Suelo:
Sa

Comentarios de las Divisiones al Permiso

Infraestructura
Recomendacion Infraestructura:

Autoridad de Carreteras y Transportacion:

ACT contesta REA - El Programa de Construccidn y Mejoras Permanentes vigente de esta Autoridad no incluye proyectos
propuestos que pudieran verse afectados por la accién propuesta. En cuanto al aspecto ambiental no tenemos
comentarios.

Autoridad de Acueductos y Alcantarillados:

2019-283347-REA-003520

Rio Guayanilla Feasibility Study

Guayanilla, Puerto Rico

La Autoridad de Acueductos y Alcantarillados (AAA) evalu6 el documento sometido en cumplimiento de su deber como
agencia evaluadora, especificamente los aspectos ambientales exclusivos a nuestra jurisdiccién y peritaje.

Segun los documentos sometidos, se propone realizar medidas de mitigacion para el rio Guayanilla que se localiza en las
cercanias de la Carretera PR-2 hasta la desembocadura del mar en el municipio de Guayanilla. De manera preliminar, no
se identifica que dicha propuesta segun descrita en documentos, presente un impacto en términos ambientales para la
Autoridad de Acueductos y Alcantarillados.

Destacamos del proyecto requerir servicio de agua potable y/o alcantarillado sanitario, o identificacion de
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utilidades; el Proponente debera someter una Solicitud de Recomendacion de infraestructura (SRI) ante la Oficina de
Gerencia de Permisos (OGPe).

En la evaluacion se determinara la disponibilidad de los servicios de agua y alcantarillado sanitario que puedan servir al
mismo, requisitos y/o condiciones de endoso para conectar el proyecto. Dichas condiciones pueden incluir, pero no se
limitan a:

» Obras de Aumento de capacidad en el sistema potable como de alcantarillado sanitario.

* Relocalizacion de utilidades de la AAA e identificacion de servidumbres.

* Construccion de obras extramuros.

Esta comunicacién no implica una autorizacién para que se conecten los servicios de agua y alcantarillado. El proponente
sera responsable de identificar y de reparar a su costo cualquier dafio que pueda causar a las utilidades existentes de la
Autoridad.

Junta Reglamentadora de Telecomunicaciones (JRTPR):

NETPR — OGPe 2019-283347-REA-003520 - Requisitos de Estricto Cumplimiento - El Negociado de Telecomunicaciones
(NET) tiene los siguientes comentarios: El proyecto segun presentado requiere de una evaluacion técnica. La Parte
Proponente continuaré el tramite a través de la Oficina de Gerencias de Permisos OGPe). De ser necesaria una
Relocalizacion de Planta, se exige el estricto cumplimiento con la secciéon 3.09 del Reglamento 7393, revisado. Toda
propuesta que incluya cambios que afecten nuestra infraestructura se disefiard de conformidad con las normas aplicables
tal como surge del descrito Reglamento 7393, revisado”. La parte proponente representara la infraestructura proyectada y
determinara su viabilidad. A esos efectos, debera incorporar en los correspondientes documentos de construccién las
recomendaciones de la evaluacion realizada por el NET que se obtengan prospectivamente mediante la Solicitud de
Recomendacidn de Infraestructura (SRI) de la Oficina de Gerencia de Permisos. En las referidas etapas la Parte
Proponente solicitard nuevas recomendaciones de infraestructura de telecomunicaciones. En tal eventualidad se radicaran
planos certificados con el propuesto punto de conexion y los detalles de la infraestructura de telecomunicaciones. Previo al
otorgamiento del Permiso de Construccion, presentara a la consideracion del NET un Plano de Infraestructura de
Telecomunicaciones para Aprobacion Final. Estas instrucciones no constituyen una recomendacion favorable a la referida
accion, ni representa un relevo de cumplimiento respecto a todos los reglamentos aplicables. EI NET ejercera la autoridad
delegada, evaluara cada fase inconclusa del proceso de permisos y cuando sea necesario solicitara informacion adicional.
Este Negociado auditara el cumplimiento de todo requisito aplicable a la otorgacién de autorizaciones con la facultad
disponible para notificar procedimientos administrativos.

Medioambiente
La Division de Medioambiente de la OGPe realizo una blsqueda en el Sistema de Informacién Geografica

(GIS) de la Junta de Planificacién y no encontré6 en el area de la actividad propuesta habitat critico,
elementos criticos ni area de Prioridad de Conservacidn. La Division de Medioambiente no tiene objecion a la
actividad propuesta. No obstante, debera cumplir con lo siguiente:

1) Previo a cualquier extraccion de la corteza terrestre deberd cumplir con la Regla 3.4.1 - Permiso
Unico Incidental Operacional y con el inciso (a) de la Seccion 3.4.1.3 —Actividad Incidental a una Obra del
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Reglamento Conjunto para la Evaluacion y Expedicion de Permisos Relacionados al Desarrollo, Uso de
Terrenos y Operacién de Negocios del 7 de junio de 2019. Se le apercibe que la Ley Num. 132 de 25 de junio
de 1968, segln enmendada y su Reglamento, prohiben la extraccidén, excavacién, remocién y dragado de
material de la corteza terrestre sin el permiso correspondiente.

2) De ser necesario el corte de arboles, debera cumplir con las Reglas 3.4.1 - Permiso Unico Incidental
Operacional y con la Regla 3.4.2 Requisitos para las Mitigaciones y Siembras de Arboles del Reglamento
Conjunto para la Evaluacién y Expedicién de Permisos Relacionados al Desarrollo, Uso de Terrenos y
Operacién de Negocios del 7 de junio de 2019. Se le apercibe que la Ley Nam. 133 de 1 de julio de 1975,
segun enmendada prohibe el corte y poda de arboles sin el permiso correspondiente.

3) Debera establecer un programa de reforestacion utilizando especies nativas que ademas de ayudar
a minimizar la erosién beneficien la vida silvestre. Esta medida es consona con la Ley para Fomentar la
Siembra de Arboles Cuyas Frutas y/o Semillas Provean Alimento a Especies de Aves Silvestres de Puerto Rico
(Ley NUm. 97 de 24 de junio de 1998), la cual establece lo siguiente: “En todo proyecto de reforestacién en
gue se utilicen fondos publicos o privados, 0 en una combinacion de estos, un 15% en las areas rurales y un
10% en las areas urbanas del total de arboles a ser sembrados, serdn de especies cuyas frutas y/o semillas
sirvan de alimento a las aves silvestres que residan temporal o permanentemente en ésta”.

4) Debera presentar Certificacion de Habitat, segin el Capitulo 9.13 del Reglamento Conjunto para la
Evaluacion y Expedicion de Permisos Relacionados al Desarrollo, Uso de Terrenos y Operacién de Negocios
del 7 de junio de 2019. Dicha Certificacion debera ser tramitada en el DRNA, en conformidad con la Ley
NOm. 241 de 15 de agosto de 1999, La Nueva Ley de Vida Silvestre de Puerto Rico, el Reglamento 6765
Reglamento para Regir La Conservacion y el Manejo de La Vida Silvestre, Las Especies Exoticas y la Caza en
el Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico y la Orden Administrativa Nam. 2010-09, Para Establecer los
Procedimientos y Requisitos Para La Evaluacién, Categorizacion y Mitigacién de Habitats.

5) Para la fase de Permiso de Urbanizacién o de Construccién y de tener alguna descarga de
escorrentia a cualquier cuerpo de agua durante la operacion, deberd consultar a la Agencia Federal de
Proteccion Ambiental para determinar si dichas descargas requieren un permiso “NPDES” de acuerdo al
Codigo Federal de Reglamentacion Numero 40, Seccion 122.26 (b) (14) (x).

6) Para la fase de Permiso de Construccién sera responsabilidad del Peticionario previo las labores de
remocién de extraccion de los materiales de la corteza terrestre el obtener y mantener en vigor el Permiso
General Consolidado por la Oficina de Gerencias de Permisos (OGPe) para el area de operaciones objeto del
permiso” a través de la Regla 3.4.1 - Permiso Unico Incidental Operacional del Reglamento Conjunto para la
Evaluacion y Expedicién de Permisos Relacionados al Desarrollo, Uso de Terrenos y Operacion de Negocios
del 7 de junio de 2019.

Esta recomendacion es solamente aplicable a la situacién de hechos y los datos segln presentados y
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evaluados en el caso y el Secretario Auxiliar se reserva el derecho de reevaluar, variar o modificar el mismo en cualquier
momento anterior a la emision del permiso o la accién administrativa correspondiente por parte de la agencia solicitante o
proponente cuando surja nueva informacion oficial especifica estableciendo que el derecho aplicable o las condiciones
ambientales en el predio han cambiado sustancialmente, o cuando el endoso original se emitié bajo premisas falsas o
fraudulentas.

ADS:

7 de octubre de 2019 Re: DRNA/ADS Mitigacion Rio Guayanilla Caso Niam. SUPERSIP-2019-283347-REA-003520
Municipio de Guayanilla La Autoridad de Desperdicios Sélidos (ADS), consolidada con el Departamento de Recursos
Naturales y Ambientales (DRNA) y la Divisién de Medioambiente de la Oficina de Gerencia de Permisos (OGPe), recibieron
el proyecto en referencia. La parte proponente solicita la evaluacién de un proyecto que consiste en realizar medidas de
mitigacion para el Rio Guayanilla. El mismo esta localizado en las cercanias de la PR-2 hasta la desembocadura en el mar
en el Municipio de Guayanilla. Luego de revisar la informacién suministrada, la Agencia no objeta la accién propuesta, ya
gue la misma no tiene aspectos contrarios a la politica publica. Sin embargo, el proponente cumplird con las siguientes
leyes y reglamentos relacionados con el manejo y disposicion de los residuos solidos y materiales reciclables: 1. Ley Nam.
70, de 18 de septiembre de 1992, Ley para la Reducciéon y Reciclaje de los Desperdicios Sélidos, segin enmendada,
establece el desarrollo e implantacién de estrategias econdmicamente viables y ambientalmente seguras que resulten en la
disminucién del volumen de desperdicios sdlidos que requerira disposicién final. Como parte de estas estrategias, se
considera necesario modificar las practicas de manejo y disposicion existentes para reducir la intensidad de uso de los
Sistemas de Relleno Sanitario (SRS) del pais. 2. Reglamento para la Reduccion, Reutilizacion y Reciclaje de Desperdicios
Solidos (Reglamento Num. 6825 de 15 de junio de 2004), segin enmendado. Aplicara a toda persona, natural o juridica, ya
sea municipios, cooperativas, industrias, comunidades, condominios, complejos de vivienda vertical tipo “walk-up”,
residenciales publico, agencias gubernamentales, empresas o instituciones privadas (comercios y organizaciones sin fines
de lucro) y empresas comunitarias que generen o manejen desperdicios sélidos, que contengan material reciclable, dentro
de la jurisdiccion del Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico. 3. Reglamento Conjunto para la Evaluacion y Expedicion de
Permisos Relacionados al Desarrollo, Uso de Terrenos y Operacion de Negocios (Reglamento Conjunto) de 7 de junio de
2019. El proponente cumplir4 con la informacion requerida, segun lo dispuesto en: a. Capitulo 3.4 Permisos de
Medioambiente Regla 3.4.1 Permiso Unico Incidental Operacional » Seccién 3.4.1.1 Disposiciones Generales « Seccién
3.4.1.2 Aplicabilidad C-1 b. Se deberan presentar alternativas para el manejo y disposicion del material vegetativo generado
en el caso de corte y poda conforme al Capitulo IX del Reglamento para la Reduccién, Reutilizacion y Reciclaje de
Desperdicios Sdlidos, segun enmendado (Reglamento 6825). b. Capitulo 9.9 Desperdicios Sélidos Regla 9.9.1 Regla 9.9.2
Recomendaciones: 1. Implantar técnicas de prevencion de contaminacion: « Utilizar productos sin materiales toxicos. ¢
Emplear materiales reusables o reciclables. « Mantener los contaminantes segregados. « Conservar el agua y los recursos
energeéticos. « Rotular recipientes y contenedores, apropiadamente, para lo que estén designados. Las recomendaciones
emitidas aplican a los hechos presentados y evaluados al momento. La ADS (consolidada) y OGPe se reservan el derecho
de
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reevaluar y modificar los mismos en el caso de surgir informacion oficial que identifique que las condiciones han cambiado,
o cuando los comentarios hayan sido emitidos bajo premisas falsas. Ademas, la Agencia tiene la facultad de solicitar
cualquier informacién adicional que entienda pertinente y que de conformidad con las leyes y reglamentaciones vigentes,
garantice el interés publico y la proteccion del ambiente.

Arqueologiay Conservacion Histérica
COMENTARIO DACH-ICP A CASO NUM. 2019-283347-REA-003520 — REQUIERE ESTUDIO ARQUEOLOGICO FASE
IA-IB Y RADICACION DE SOLICITUD DE ARQUEOLOGIA Y CONSERVACION: I. BASE LEGAL Se emite el siguiente
comentario en base a la Ley 374 del 14 de marzo de 1949, segin enmendada, Ley de Zonas Antiguas o Histéricas y Zonas

de Interés Turistico, Ley 3 del 2 de marzo de 1951, Ley de Edificios y otras Estructuras Histéricas y la Ley 89 del 21 de
junio de 1955, segiin enmendada, conocida como Ley Orgénica del Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefia 'y la Ley 161 del 1
de diciembre de 2009, conocida como Ley para la Reforma del Proceso de Permisos de Puerto Rico. Estas leyes le
confieren jurisdiccién sobre los siguientes asuntos: 1. Edificios, lugares y zonas incluidas en el Registro de Sitios y Zonas
Historicas de Puerto Rico de la Junta de Planificacion (Reglamento Conjunto Para La Evaluacién Y Expedicion De
Permisos Relacionados Al Desarrollo, Uso De Terrenos Y Operacion De Negocios); 2. Edificios, lugares y zonas declaradas
historicas a través de legislacion (o de resolucion de la JUNTA DE DIRECTORES DEL ICP; 3. Plazas de recreo y edificios
circundantes (Reglamento Conjunto Para La Evaluacion Y Expedicién De Permisos Relacionados Al Desarrollo, Uso De
Terrenos Y Operacion De Negocios); 4. Propiedades zonificadas “P” construidas previo a 1960 (RESOLUCION JPE-25 Y
RESOLUCION JPE-047); 5. Propiedades zonificadas “CRH”, “SH” o0 “R-ZH”- Segln Reglamento Conjunto Para La
Evaluacién Y Expedicién De Permisos Relacionados Al Desarrollo, Uso De Terrenos Y Operacién De Negocios; 6.
Propiedades elegibles a sitios histéricos; propiedades de valor histérico que satisfacen los criterios de elegibilidad como
sitios histéricos para ser designada como tal individualmente (LEY NUM. 89 DE 1955; Reglamento Conjunto Para La
Evaluacion Y Expedicion De Permisos Relacionados Al Desarrollo, Uso De Terrenos Y Operacidon De Negocios); Il.
EVALUACION: El Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefia a través de los Programas de Patrimonio Historico Edificado y
Arqueologia y Etnohistoria han evaluado los documentos relacionados al proyecto de referencia, recibidos a través de la
Division de Arqueologia y Conservacion Historica de la Oficina de Gerencia de Permisos (OGPe). El Programa de
Patrimonio Histérico Edificado, en comunicacion del 21 de noviembre de 2019, emitio los siguientes comentarios: “De
acuerdo con nuestros expedientes y la informacion provista, los terrenos por donde discurre el proyecto para el cual se
solicita la Recomendacion Ambiental, no son Sitios Histéricos designados, ni son parte de una Zona Histdrica segin estos
conceptos estan definidos por el tomo Xll (12), parte I, definiciones S-63, Z-11y Z-12, y elaborados en el tomo X (10), del
Reglamento Conjunto. Tampoco queda en otro lugar sujeto a la reglamentacién sobre patrimonio edificado por parte del
ICP. El terreno no presenta componentes conocidos sobre la tierra con valor histérico evidente o potencial. Por lo tanto, el
Programa de Patrimonio Histérico Edificado emite su NO OBJECION al mismo para la fase Ambiental. Esta evaluacion no
incluye los elementos a evaluarse conforme a la Ley 112 del 20 de julio de 1988, segun enmendada Ley de Patrimonio
Arqueoldgico Terrestre, lo cual debe hacerse mediante solicitud separada al Programa de Arqueologia y Etnohistoria del
ICP. Las evaluaciones de ambos programas son necesarias para concluir el proceso con esta agencia. Este documento
tiene vigencia de un (1) afio a partir de su emision.”
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Por su parte, el Programa de Arqueologia y Etnohistoria coment6 lo siguiente en carta del 5 de diciembre de 2019: “Como
resultado de esta evaluacién, hemos llegado a la conclusién de que existen posibilidades de que las actividades de
desarrollo que contempla este proyecto pudieran afectar recursos de naturaleza arqueoldgica. La evaluacion fue realizada
conforme a las disposiciones de la Secciéon 10 de la Ley 112 del 20 de julio de 1988, conocida como la Ley de Arqueologia
Terrestre de Puerto Rico. Para corroborar dicha informacion, el proponente debera someter, para nuestra evaluacion y
determinacion, los resultados de una evaluacion arqueologica Fase |IA-IB, conforme a los articulos 6 y 7 del Reglamento
para la Radicacion y Evaluacion Arqueoldgica de Proyectos de Construccion y Desarrollo #8932, Segunda Parte, revisado
el 8 de febrero de 2017), en original debidamente encuadernado y copia en CD Rom en formato de PDF con el respectivo
pago de cuota de $200.00. Deberan ser radicados en el Programa de Arqueologia y Etnohistoria del Instituto de Cultura
Puertorriquefia, localizado en el Viejo San Juan. Los documentos solicitados deberan ser preparados por un arqueélogo
cualificado para estos niveles de investigacion por el Consejo para la Proteccién del Patrimonio Arqueoldgico Terrestre de
Puerto Rico y cumplir con todos los requerimientos del Reglamento para la Radicacion y Evaluacién de Proyectos de
Construccién y Desarrollo. Se le apercibe que el incumplimiento con estos requerimientos podré ser objeto de sanciones
administrativas segun lo establecido en la citada ley. Cualquier duda relacionada con este documento puede comunicarse
con el evaluador a cargo." lll. RECOMENDACION: La Divisién de Arqueologia y Conservacion Histérica de la OGPe emite
una OBJECION al caso. El proponente deberéa realizar un Estudio Arqueolégico Fase IA-IB segun establecido por el
Programa de Arqueologia y Etnohistoria del Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefia (ICP — PAE). El estudio y evidencia de dicha
radicacion debera ser sometida a la OGPe bajo una Solicitud de Recomendacion de Arqueologia y Conservacion (SRA).
Esta recomendacion y la recomendacion que posteriormente emitira el Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefia deberan ser
parte de las etapas subsiguientes del proceso de permisos para este proyecto. Las evaluaciones de ambos Programas son
necesarias para concluir el proceso con esta agencia. Se anejan documentos.

Divisién de Evaluacion de Cumplimiento Ambiental
En el Documento de Evaluacién Ambiental (DEA) que se someta se debera atender los comentarios y requerimientos que
hayan emitido las agencias comentadoras. La DEA debera ser tramitada a través del Single Business Portal (SBP). Se
incluyen los comentarios del Departamento de Recursos Naturales y Ambientales (Junta de Calidad Ambiental), emitidos
en carta fechada 6 de diciembre de 2019.

Condiciones Generales

Esta recomendacion es solamente aplicable a la situacién de hechos y los datos segun presentados y evaluados en el
caso. La OGPe se reserva el derecho de reevaluar, variar o modificar el mismo en cualquier momento anterior a la emisién
del permiso o requerir la accion administrativa correspondiente por parte de la agencia solicitante o proponente cuando
surja nueva informacion oficial especifica estableciendo que el derecho aplicable o las condiciones ambientales en el predio
han cambiado sustancialmente, o cuando la recomendacion original se emitié bajo premisas falsas o fraudulentas.

Habido recibido los comentarios de las agencias gubernamentales concernidas. Esta informacién sera utilizada para la
presentaciéon del Documento Ambiental correspondiente a ser evaluado por la Divisién de Evaluacién de Cumplimiento
Ambiental.

Vigencia
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Condiciones Generales

Esta recomendacion es solamente aplicable a la situacién de hechos y los datos segun presentados y evaluados en el
caso. La OGPe se reserva el derecho de reevaluar, variar o modificar el mismo en cualquier momento anterior a la emisién
del permiso o requerir la accion administrativa correspondiente por parte de la agencia solicitante o proponente cuando
surja nueva informacion oficial especifica estableciendo que el derecho aplicable o las condiciones ambientales en el predio
han cambiado sustancialmente, o cuando la recomendacion original se emitié bajo premisas falsas o fraudulentas.

Habido recibido los comentarios de las agencias gubernamentales concernidas. Esta informacién sera utilizada para la
presentacién del Documento Ambiental correspondiente a ser evaluado por la Division de Evaluacién de Cumplimiento
Ambiental.

Vigencia
Las vigencias de las diferentes agencias del proceso de recomendacion seran los establecidos en las comunicaciones que

en estas emitan conforme a sus reglamentos. Esta recomendacion ambiental tendra una vigencia de trescientos sesenta y
cinco (365) dias a partir de su expedicién.

Condiciones Especiales

El Departamento de Agricultura recomienda no objetar esta solicitud. Ver anejo.

Firma/ Sellos

Fecha de Expedicion:
14/JAN/2020

Ing.

Departamento de De:
OficE

a de Gergncia de Permisos
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GOVERNMENT OF PUERTO RICO
PUERTO RICO PLANNING BOARD

January 30,2020

Federal Consistency Determination
Puerto Rico Coastal Zone Management Program (PRCZMP)
CZ-2020-1226-028

RESOLUTION

TO NOTIFY PARTIES ABOUT THE PUERTO RICO PLANNING BOARD
DETERMINATION OF CONCURRENCE ABOUT FEDERAL CONSISTENCY WITH
THE PUERTO RICO COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM ACCORDING TO
COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT REGULATIONS AT 15 CFR PART 930

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) submitted a Federal Consistency Determination
with the Puerto Rico Coastal Zone Management Program, on October 23, 2019 for the Rio
Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Study. The Rio Guayanilla study area comprises the
Guayanillariverine and coastal floodplainlocated about 16 kilometers west of the city of Ponce,
with focus on the Town of Guayanilla. The town has an urban population of 21,581 (2010
Census) with a lesser number of unincorporated farm communities within the floodplain.
Around 50% of the Guayanilla town is located within an area of high risk to flooding,
Agricultural lands are also located within high risk of flooding areas. The USACE has been
considering alternatives to address the flooding risk at this area. The Tentatively Selected Plan
orprojectconsists in the constructionofa trapezoidal diversionchannel of approximately 9,000
feetlong. The diversion channel itself would be an engineered trapezoidal construction with a
bottom width of 100-feetand 2:1side slopes. A levee would be constructed along the east side
of the diversion channel. Material from the excavated channel would be predominantly gravel
and sand, which is not suitable for levee construction, but potentially suitable for concrete
components; beneficial reuse of materials could be incorporated into the plan for wetland and
ecosystem restoration or as a marketable commodity for potential contractors. The material
could alsobe used by themunicipalities of Ponce and/or Pefiuelas for landfill co ver. The project
also includes nature based features and conservation measures to minimize and mitigate project
impacts fromthe disturbance of 10 to 15 acres of formerly disturbed karst dry forest habitat and
several acres of the Rio Guayanilla natural channel.

This project would permanently impact approximately 3-acres of ephemeral riverine rock
bottom stream, including about.5-acres of permanent change by placing the concrete diversion
structure across the river channel and about 2.5 -acres of river channel morphology converted
to an overly wide, rocky pool setting. In addition, about 12 -acres of the riverine habitat would
be temporarily affected by the channel improvements activity. Channel morphology, vegetation
and large woody debris would also be temporarily affected by clearing out the whole channel.
The diversion structure design minimizes the impacts to riverine connectivity for sediment
transport and fish passage, and there is no apparent dependency on system parameters being
lost for riverine ephemeral community speciesor components. In addition, this project includes
ecosystem improvements in the natural estuarine communities which provides some level of
compensatory mitigation within the watershed for the remaining impacts. Additional
compensatory mitigation through enhancement or creation of riverine habitat in the channel
improvement area and stilling basin will be considered, and incorporated as needed.

The USACE submitted an environmental review document at the PR Permit Management
Office (PRPMO) which was reviewed under the case 2019-283347-REA-003 520 and endorsed
by this agency on January 14,2019. Accordingto this review, an Environmental Evaluation
document must be submitted in order to comply with the Puerto Rico Enviromental Policy Law.
The Archaeology and Ethno history Program of the Puerto Rican Culture Institute (PRCI), in a
letter dated December 5, 2019, expressed that according to their evaluation, there exists
possibilities that the project may affect archaeological resources. Therefore, the applicant must

complete and submit a Phase IA-IB archaeological evaluation prepared by a qualified
archaeologist.

N
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Afterreviewingthe submitted documents and information, received comments and information
at file, the Puerto Rico Planning Board (PRPB) in its meeting of January 30, 2020
determined to concur with the USACE determination that the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk
Management study is consistent with the Puerto Rico Coastal Zone Management
Program. Notwithstanding, the followingrecommendations mustbe applied for the next stage
of the project:

A. This Federal Consistency Concurrence determination only apply to the viability study
phase. The USACE must submit a new Federal Consistency Determination for the Pre
Engineering Design Phase (PED) of this project.

B. The Federal Consistency Determination to be submitted in the nextphase of the project
must include one(1) copy in paper and a digital copy in PDF format of the following
documents:

1- Environmental Evaluation document submitted at OGPe. Provide the case number
assigned by this agency for its review.

2- Evidencethat the required archaeological study Phase IA-IB was submitted at the
Puerto Rican Culture Institute.

3- Hydrologic-Hydraulic study

4- Copy of any other study or document required as part of the environmental
evaluation of the project impacts.

C. Takinginto accountthe earthquakes thathave recently occurred in the project area, it is
recommended to incorporate the earthquake risk analysis into the design of the proposed
structures.

D. According to performed evaluation, there exists “Superfund Sites” designated by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) inthe projectarea. Therefore, the Puerto Rico
Planning Board recommends consulting with EPA and establishing the required
coordinationin order to avoidany conflict with the activities or requirements that applies
to the management of these designated sites.

This Federal Consistency Certification does not exempt the project to complywith other federal

or state requirements.

aria del C. Gordillo Pérez
President

Certify: Thatthis Resolutionis copy ofthe agreement adopted by Puerto Rico Planning Board
(PRPB) in its meeting of January 30,2020. I expedite and notify this copy to the
parties under my sign and official stamp ofthe Puerto Rico Planning Board for general
use and knowledge.

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, today FEB 13 2020

@cﬁ_‘_@o
oida E. Soto Noguerax

Secretary
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GOBIERNO DE PUERTO RICO

Oficina Estatal de Conservacion Histérica
State Historic Preservation Office

February 28, 2020

Angela E. Dunn

Chicf, Environmental Branch
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
701 San Marco Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL. 32207-8915

SHPO 03-09-88-02 RIO GUAYANILLA FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT
PROJECT, GUAYANILLA, PUERTO RICO

Dear Ms. Dunn,

We have reviewed the draft report on the results of the cultural resource
assessment survey of the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management project. We
have the following observations.

The Previous Surveys section of the report should mention the survey
undertaken by Mercer University in 2000, reviewed under our historic
preservation fund grant program, to try to locate the remains of Fort Grenville
in Playa de Guayanilla. According to historic British documents, the British
constructed a fort somewhere in southern Puerto Rico in 1585 as a staging point
for expeditions into North America. Although evidence of the fort was not
found, the survey should be mentioned.

The report should also reference three thematic studies found in our Office.
Two were prepared by Luis Pumarada O’Neil on sugar hac‘endas and centrales.
The third is water works prepared in house by Juan Llanes.

Regarding water works, including irrigation canals, we do not concur with the
reports statements on pages 67 and 110 that “irrigation canals will likely not be
considered historically significant.” Our Office has a long standing interest in
canal systems, including irrigation canals. Irrigation systems were of great
importance in the expansion of Puerto Rico’s agricultural economy in the
nineteenth and early twentieth century, particularly in the southern part of the
Island.

We have a copy of Pedro Alvarado Zayas' report (August 1999) on rock art sites
in Puerto Rico. The report, which is limited to an Island wide compilation of
photographs and rock art site forms, includes photographs of the petroglyphs
at site GLO100006, Cueva de los Indios (aka Los Sitios), taken more than twenty
years ago. These would serve as a useful comparison with the site’s current
condition as described in pages 82 through 87.

SHPO
OFICINA ESTATAL DE

CONSERVACION HISTORICA
OFICINA DEL GOBERNADOR

0239 . It STATE HISTORIC
| S | PRESERVATION OFFICE
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Angela E. Dunn
February 28, 2020
Page 2

As for archaeological occurrences, we believe that AO 2 through AO 6 should
be subjected to closer interval testing (cruciform) to confirm their isolated find
status. Regarding isolated features, photographs of all the features should be
included in the report, not just for AO 8. Representative samples of artifacts
recovered should also be included. Also, an intensive level (Phase Il) survey
should be carried out for the features, including whether they are part of the
same irrigation system. More archival research should be carried for these
systems. This would also apply to GLO100030 - Dique y Canal de Riego,
GLO100037 - Chimenea y Bomba de Vapor and GL0O100043 - Bomba de Vapor.
Components of the Central Rufina (Central) within the area of potential effects
should be evaluated within the context of the Central operation.

Use of the terms “direct APE” and “viewshed effects” (page 118 and elsewhere)
can cause confusion, since “viewshed effects” can also be a direct effect, as
clarified in the March 2019 D.C. Circuit court opinion on National Parks
Conservation Association v. Todd T. Semonite, Lieutenant General, Et Al. This
should be revised in the report. Also, use of the term “historic resources” can
cause confusion since, until recently, Section 301 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, used both “historic property” and “historic resource” to mean
a property included in, or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places.

Finally, when considering Criterion C, “distinctive characteristics” should not be
equated with “unique” characteristics (see page 135). According to the National
Register of Historic Places, distinctive characteristics “are the physical features
or traits that commonly recur in individual types, periods, or methods of
construction.”

The preparation of the final Phase | report should take into account the above
comments. If necessary, the Corps of Engineers may wish to use a phased
process to complete the identification and evaluation efforts for this project. If
you have questions regarding this matter, please contact our Office at
(787) 721-3737 or email, ediaz@prshpo.pr.gov.

Sincerely,

Carlos A. Rubio-Cancela
State Historic Preservation Officer

CARC/GMO/MB
SHPO
Cuartel de Ballajé (Tercer Pisu), | OFICINAEST?)TAL DEO
Calle Norzagara quina Beneficencia, Vigjo San fuan, PR. 00901 gg:ﬁiﬁ‘xgazx&‘ggx RICA
PO Box 9023935, San Juan, P.R. 00%)2-3935 STATE HISTORIC
Tel: 787-721-3737 Fax: 787-721-3773 | PRESERVATION OFFICE

www.oech.pr.gov OECH



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT
701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8915

MAR 2.0 2020

Planning and Policy Division
Environmental Branch

Mr. Carlos Rubio-Cancela

State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of the Governor

P.O. Box 9023935

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00902-3935

Subject: Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico
(SHPO No.: 03-09-88-02)

Dear Mr. Rubio-Cancela:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is currently
studying the feasibility and environmental effects of structural measures proposed to
manage flooding risks as part of the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project
(Project). The Recommended Plan includes construction of a diversion channel, a
diversion structure, a levee along one side of the diversion channel, berms, a quarry
area, haul roads, staging, and disposal areas. In order to identify historic properties and
determine effects of the undertaking, the Corps contracted with Southeastern
Archaeological Research, Inc. (SEARCH) to conduct a cultural resources survey of the
APE; entitled Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project Cultural Resource
Assessment Survey, Guayanilla, Puerto Rico. This study includes a reconnaissance
survey, shovel testing, deep trenching, an architectural survey, and an assessment of
effects to include physical, viewshed, and cumulative effects. The Corps is in receipt of
your comments related to this report, provided by letter dated February 28, 2020. Based
on these comments, the Corps and SEARCH have made the following revisions.

Information regarding the 2000 Mercer University survey to identify the remains of
Fort Grenville in Playa de Guayanilla has been added to the Previous Surveys section
of the report. This section also now references the three thematic studies completed by
Pumarada O’Neill and Juan Llanes. All references to irrigation canals acknowledges
that these features may be significant and further investigation or avoidance is
necessary. Information regarding the 1999 investigation conducted by Alvarado Zayas
at site GL0100006, Cueva de los Indios, has been added to the Results section of the
report, including a comparison of petroglyphs observed by Alvarado Zayas and the
current study. SEARCH has conducted additional shovel testing at closer intervals
(cruciform) at AO 2 through AO 6. All additional shovel tests were negative for cultural
material are their locations are depicted on maps in the Results section of the report.
Representative photos for AO 8 through AO 11 and representative samples of artifact
photos also have been added to the Results section of the report. Use of the term



“unique” characteristics and “historic resource” has been amended throughout the
report. Use of the terms “direct APE” and “viewshed effects” has been clarified both in
the Introduction and throughout the report. The Corps recognizes that viewshed effects
can be direct effects to a historic property. Finally, the Corps is in concurrence with the
Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) that additional research and
Phase Il National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility testing is required at AO
8, A0 9, AO 10, AO 11, GL0100030, GL0100043, and GL0100037.

As detailed in the enclosed final report and the Corps’ letter to SHPO dated
January 23, 2020, the Corps maintains its previous determination that site GL0100006,
Cueva de los Indios, is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criteria C and D. The
Corps also maintains its previous determinations that resources GL0100051,
GL0100052, GL0200004, GL0100010, GL0100038, and historic structures 001-116 are
not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP; resources GL0100023 and GL100031 are either
no longer extant or do not extend within the APE; the PR-127 bridge span (Bridge
#2687), the PR-2 highway bridge (Bridges #011142 and #011152), and AOs 01-07 do
not warrant consideration for inclusion in the NRHP.

Based on the results discussed above, the Corps has redesigned Project features
to avoid impacts to AO 8, AO 9, AO 10, AO 11, GL0100006, GL0100030, GL0100043,
and GL0100037 (Attachment 1). During construction, Project plans and drawings will
label the area as an environmentally sensitive area of avoidance and exclusionary
fencing and signage will be placed around the sites to ensure avoidance. The Corps
Project archaeologist would delineate these areas of avoidance through consultation
with your office based on the final engineering design. Based on this avoidance, the
Corps has determined that the Project will have no adverse effects (including visual or
cumulative effects) to historic properties listed or eligible for listing in the NRHP.

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (54 USC
300101) and it's implementing regulations (36 CFR 800), the Corps kindly requests your
concurrence with the Corps’ determinations of eligibility detailed above, and the
determination that the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project poses no
adverse effect to historic properties as currently designed. Project plans as shown in
Attachment 1 are of a feasibility level design and analysis. Once the Project has been
approved by Congress and funding appropriated, the Project will be subject to additional
design and analysis in the pre-construction, engineering, and design (PED) phase. If,
during PED, the Corps determines that AO 8 through AO 11, GL0100006, GL0100030,
GL0100043, and GL0100037 cannot be avoided, Section 106 consultation would be
reinitiated with your office and these features and sites will be subject to Phase || NRHP



eligibility test. Any further investigations and research designs would be coordinated
with your office. If there are any questions, please contact Ms. Meredith Moreno at 904-
232-1577 or e-mail at Meredith.A.Moreno@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Angela E. Dunn
Chief, Environmental Branch

Enclosure
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March 26, 2020

Angela E. Dunn

Chief, Enviromental Branch
Department of the Army

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
701 San Marco Boulevard
Jacksonville, Florida 32207-8175

SHPO: 03-09-88-02: RIO GUAYANILLA FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT PROJECT,
GUAYANILLA, PUERTO RICO

Dear Ms. Dunn:

Our Office has received and reviewed the above referenced project in accordance with 54 USC
306108 (commonly known as Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended)
and 36 CFR Part 800: Protection of Historic Properties from the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation. The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is to advice and assist federal
agencies and other responsible entities when identifiying historic properties, assessing effects upon
them, and considering alternatives to avoid or reduce the project’s effects.

Based on the additional information received regarding identification of historic properties, as well
as the redesign of the undertaking to avoid adverse effects, we agree with your finding of no adverse
effect for the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Project. However, if the project be subject
to additional modifications in the future, you should continue Section 106 consultation with our
Office.

If you have any questions concerning our comments, do not hesitate to contact our office.

Sincerely,

L omby Aplrbi-

Carlos A. Rubio Cancela
State Historic Preservation Officer

CARC/GMO/MB

OFICINA ESTATAL DE |
CONSERVACION HISTORICA
OFICINA DEL GOBERNADOR
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
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Colonel Aaron W. Reisinger
Commander, Chicago District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear COL Reisinger,

The US Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District, in partnership with the
Department of Natural and Environmental Resources (DNER), submitted for our
review the Rio Guayanilla Flood Risk Management Study Draft Integrated
Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment for the Municipality of
Guayanilla in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. We appreciate the opportunity
to review this document and the supporting work that has gone into this important
flood risk management project for the Municipality of Guayanilla.

Based on the information contained in the Draft Environmental Assessment, the
Government of Puerto Rico has determined that, at this stage, the proposed
federal activities are consistent with and is not likely to compromise Puerto Rico
water quality standards. The Water Quality Certification (WQC), when issued,
would provide compliance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. The
Government of Puerto Rico reserves the right to review the Final Integrated
Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment and make a final WQC
determination based on what will be implemented and may request various best
management practices be implemented during construction to ensure compliance.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed plan. If you have any
questions or need further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at (787)
999-2200 ext. 2493 or by email rmachargo@drna.pr.qgov,

Cordially,

Qlefort Nemchars

Rafael A. Machargo-Maldonado
Secretary

e —|
Carr. 8838 Km 6.3 Sector El Cinco, Rio Piedras, PR 00926 - PO Box 366147, San Juan, PR 00936 1\
Q‘%\mn«\f/

1787.999.2200 &787.999.2303 ‘Bwww.drna.pr.gov
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