Dredging supports safe, reliable, cost-effective, and
environmentally sustainable waterborne navigation
Supports more than 3,700 jobs
in the Chicagoland area

The Chicago Area CDF
A Confined Disposal Facility (CDF) contains
sediment that is too contaminated to be placed in
the water. USACE has built 47 CDFs in the Great
Lakes since the 1960s.
• Chicago Area CDF has been operated safely since
it was opened in 1984.

Shipping and handling

• Once closed, the 45-acre lakefront facility will be
turned over to the Chicago Park District.

Transportation
Local services

u

Cal

Reduces train and truck traffic

o
cag
Chi CDF
a
Are

r

ive

tR
me

r

rbo

a
&H

Lake
Michigan

Generates > $600 MILLION
in sales annually
Removes historical pollution
from the river

The CDF is at its designed capacity
and life extension measures are being
implemented. The facility cannot accept
more sediment after 2022*
*based on current dredging needs

Dredging is required to maintain safe navigation
Towboat
Approx. 9 ft

Barge

Remove
by dredging

USACE partners with port authorities, state & local
governments, and private entities to solve problems
and take advantage of water resource development
opportunities. We work collaboratively to meet challenges
facing the nation’s ports and harbors.
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For more project information:
www.lrc.usace.army.mil
Contact us at:
231 S. LaSalle St, Suite 1500
Chicago, IL 60604
312-353-6400
chicagodistrict.pao@usace.army.mil

What can we do with the sediment?
Illinois EPA regulates sediment
placement based on contaminants
Meets Clean Water
Act standards

Suitable for
beneficial use

Calumet River & Cal-Sag
Channel sediment must go
to confined disposal:

Calumet Harbor sediment is
suitable for beneficial use:

Not suitable for
beneficial use

Open-water
placement

Material safely enclosed
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Urban Redevelopment

Beneficial use

Ecosystem Restoration

Confined
disposal

Chicago Area Confined Disposal Facility

The facility will be designed and operated to protect human health and the environment
PHASE I
Step 2: Sediment not
Step 1: Berms constructed of Calumet
Harbor sediment and a waterproof liner. suitable for beneficial
Vegetation would be planted for erosion use would be confined.
and dust control.

PHASE II

SITE CONTROLS
Facility Control

Purpose of Control

Liner and dikes
around facility

Prevents site soils mixing with
sediment; contains sediment

For disposal of
sediment only

Not a landfill. Cal Harbor &
River, Cal-Sag sediment only

Fencing and cover

Prevents human and wildlife
contact with sediment.

Drain & treat water
from sediment

Prevents water pollution.

Vegetation, sprinklers,
silt fencing

Control dust and prevents air
pollution.

Sampling & testing

Ensures the facility operates as
designed.

A second level of berms would increase the facility’s capacity.

CAPPED AND CLOSED

Once full, the facility would be capped, closed, and turned
over to the non-federal sponsor.

20-22 Feet

POTENTIAL FUTURE USES

Recreation

Habitat

Proposed development of a
new sediment facility

CLOSED SEDIMENT FACILITIES IN THE GREAT LAKES

To be decided by the City of Chicago. Must retain cap.

Solar

Calumet Harbor and River/
Chicago Area Waterway
System Feasibility Study

Storage

Renard Island, WI

Holland, MI

Parking
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By law, USACE is required to locate, design, and operate sediment facilities in an
environmentally responsible, technically sound, and economically justified manner
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